
 

  

In 2010 Amanda Liddiard had recently moved to Midmar with husband Tom and 
young daughter Jessica from the bright lights of Aberdeen.   Amanda, who was 
beginning to think that Midmar was the end of the earth, where nothing ever 
happened, discovered that Midmar Hall was holding it’s A.G.M.   At last, 
something to do!  It was November but despite the cold and dark, Amanda set 
out for the Hall and see what the crack might be? 

When she arrived, the strangers around the table greeted her warmly; as the 
meeting progressed Amanda heard about all the activities happening at the Hall, 
badminton, an annual pantomime, bowling, various events and more!!  Whether 
it was wise or not Amanda then quietly asked a question, “If all this is happening, 
why not publicise it?   Then saying  - YOU NEED A NEWSLETTER!”. 

Alistair McRobb (Hall Chairman), recognising an opportunity asked, “When will 
you start?”   So that was it, our Midmar Newsletter was born.  The first issue 
came out in Spring 2011 and as a trip down memory lane for many of us, the 
original front page is reproduced inside on page 3.     

All of the first edition was collated and written by Amanda, a titanic effort for 
someone who had never done anything like this before.   When it was ready 250 
copies were printed, folded and stapled by Amanda, just this task taking several 
hours in a cold and musty back room at the church. 

The Midmar Newsletter story continues inside ... 
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continued, Our Newsletter Story …. 

250 copies to be delivered round all of Midmar is a daunting task.   Maybe 
folks in Glenwood and Comers have regular letterboxes but for the rest of us 
our mail is delivered to dustbins, obscure boxes, slots in hidden doors, sheds 
and so many other odd places, just ask our Postie.   Fortunately a small group 
stepped up to help and took maybe thirty Newsletters each and then 
invested at least a day delivering the first and several subsequent editions.   
It is a long way up and down those muddy tracks on a bicycle in all weathers! 

The first edition was well received and articles for inclusion in the next 
started popping into the Newsletter Inbox.   Amanda quickly realised that the 
printing would need to be done professionally but the Hall funds could not 
cover the cost of this every quarter so advertising would be needed, she set 
about contacting anyone and everybody who might want to help. 

Many local businesses agreed to contribute and we should all offer a big 
thankyou to them because although volunteers can do a lot, the paper, ink 
and staples all needs to be paid for.   To show our appreciation, later in this 
issue we have listed all the different advertisers who have helped us publish 
our first fifty editions.   Two of these, Miller Plant and the Midmar Timber 
Centre, have advertised in every edition, so for your interest, we have 
added a short piece describing how each of these businesses got started. 

The next improvement was the distribution system, to lighten the load the 
core team now, give a few copies each to several other neighbours who then 
go out and deliver them.   So now twenty-three people are involved in 
delivering your newsletter, many thanks to them too because without that 
regular effort it would have been impractical to deliver consistently every 
three months for 12 years as we have. 

Come the COVID-19 pandemic the newsletter did not falter, maybe less news 
but a regular and welcome contact with others in the community for all of us.   
Many thanks to Neil Jordan who, with minimal training, stepped into 
Amanda’s mighty shoes during that period to keep the Newsletter going.   

When things got back to more like normal I took over from Neil who now, 
when he can find some spare time, is getting on with his house renovation.  
To my surprise I have been enjoying it, Contributor articles are so interesting, 
Advertisers willing and it is great to hear from you, the Reader, with all your 
thoughts about what you enjoy about the Midmar Newsletter. 
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“How do you like yours?” has changed  …. 
In addition to a hard copy of the Newsletter which we distribute, you can access a 

the Midmar Hall website using the URL  www.midmarhall.com/newsletter.  
This links you to a website book reader to view online or download a copy. 

If you would prefer to only view the Newsletter electronically, let us know your home 
address so that we can remove it from our direct distribution list. 

Sponsoring the Midmar Newsletter 
If you would like to sponsor the newsletter one off prices are:- 

£25 for a business card size 
£45 for a half A5 page (landscape) 
£80 for a whole A5 page (portrait) 

 
The newsletter is non-profit making and where possible, distributed four times a year to 

about 230 homes throughout Midmar as well as being published on the Midmar Hall 
website, www.midmarhall.com 

This Newsletter is for everyone in Midmar. 
Please send us your messages and contributions for the next 

edition by end of July;   
Photographs, Advertisements, Family News and Articles  
to our eMail address: -  newsletter@midmarhall.com 

Our Cover Winner 
Kirsten Knight for the view north from Bogindhu woodland. 

Newsletter News—50th Edition 
The Newsletter wants to thank all the volunteers, 

contributors and advertisers who have helped over the last 
12 years.   All our advertisers have been especially important 
because their financial contribution has covered the costs of 

printing, therefore we have included a special article to 
highlight who they are and what they do.     

Extra thanks go to Midmar Timber Centre and Miller Plant 
who have advertised in every edition since Spring 2011.  
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Dear Fellow Residents, 

I recall a party game that I played as a youngster.  It is one that I am 
certain many of you will also have played at some time or other.  It 
involved a tray on which was placed a number of items.  The items 
were random, having nothing in common.  Players were told that they 
would have a limited time to study the tray, they then had to try to 
remember the items after the tray had been covered or removed.  The 
person who remembered the most items was the winner, it was a 
simple game and good for the memory! 

There are a few iconic moments in time that linger long in our memory.  
For example, it is said that anyone who was alive at the time can recall, 
with a good deal of accuracy, where they were and what they were 
doing when the news broke that President Kennedy had been 
assassinated.  Down through the years there have been a number of 
defining moments that can be set alongside that tragic event.  Perhaps, 
like me, you can recall where you were when the news broke of the first 
man in space or when Neil Armstrong became the first person to walk 
on the moon.  Then there is the eventful evening when the news 
bulletins were extended to give us live coverage of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall.  It is strange how moments such as these leave a lasting imprint 
upon our memories. 

My earliest memory of an event outside my family and friendship circle 
took place during my first year at primary school.  I can vividly 
remember the day when the headmaster walked into our classroom and 
asked our teacher if he could have a word with us.  He then turned to 
face us and asked us to stand.  Then with a break in his voice he told us 
that the king had died. He then told us to pack our bags, leave school 
quietly and go home, school was over for the day. 

The older you get the more you are aware of the problems associated 
with memory.  It can be difficult to remember a name, a year or place.  
At times you can have difficulty in remembering where you were last 
weekend or the storyline in the last book you read.  Yet few people, it 
would appear, forget the type of events I mentioned in the last 
paragraph. 

By the time you read this another great event will be consigned to our 
bank of memories.  The coronation of King Charles.  I reckon that in the 
years that lie ahead many youngsters today will be able to recall quite 
clearly that event.  Even when, like me, they are getting on a bit!  
Hopefully their memories of the coronation will include the celebrations 
planned to take place at the hall. 

Alistair McRobb 
Midmar Hall Chairman  
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Circuit Training at the Hall 
Every Monday and Thursday 

6.45pm – 7.45pm 
Circuit training is ideal for people who wish to exercise at their 

own pace.  Generally there will be eight different stations with 

one person at each station.  

We work for one minute then rest for 30 seconds before moving 

on to the next exercise.  

At the end of the session there is always plenty of time for 

stretching and chat! 

If you are interested in attending, please contact Pamela on 
07833 900620 

Each class costs £5 payable by cash or transfer 
Every class is run by volunteers only 

Monthly  - Midmar Community Cafe  
Our community cafe is held 10-12am on the first Friday of 

every month, it  is open to all.   Come for a blether and 

enjoy excellent beverages and home bakes that are served 

in return for a donation, all proceeds go 

towards hall funds. 

If you would like to get involved, help out 

occasionally with home bakes or ask any 

questions about how we are making sure 

we run the cafe safely, please get in touch 

with Hazel (01330 833280) or Jackie 

(07505 936271) or eMail 

info@midmarhall.com. 
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Thankyou to Mairi Black 

Mairi Black has, for many years, been our Hall Booking 
Secretary.   

There is far more to the job than that title implies and 
Mairi has made it her own.  Mairi did not just take 
bookings and enter them in the diary.  She ensured that 
the hall was prepared for the event, that the heating was 
on, that keys were available and that everything was in 
good order.   

Needless to say, problems arose from time to time and 
when they did, irrespective of the hour, Mairi would be 
there to help resolve the issue.  Many who have used the 
hall, either on a regular basis or for a special event, have 
made positive comments about this.   

Therefore, let there be no doubt, the success of the hall as 
a venue in recent years has been in large measure due to 
the conscientiousness and commitment of Mairi Black. 

Sadly, the time has come when 
Mairi feels that she should stand 
down both as booking secretary 
and as a member of the  Hall 
committee.  I have no doubt in 
my mind that she will be 
missed, but even more that she 
will be long remembered.   

Thank you Mairi, for all you 
have done over the years on 
behalf of the Hall Committee 
and all the people of Midmar! 

Alistair McRobb   
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News from the Parents Council 
We have said our goodbyes to Mrs Shepherd and for the next few weeks we have 
Mrs Blackwood from Skene Primary as our interim head, she is keeping the seat 
warm for our new head teacher. 

Mrs Aileen McNair will be starting with us before the end of the school year, and we 
are all very excited to welcome her.  Aileen has been kind enough to share a little bit 
about herself.  

I was born in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis and then moved 
to the Isle of Skye where I attended Portree High School - so 
I am an island girl at heart!  After finishing 6th year at 
school, I then moved to Aberdeen to do a B.Ed. in Primary 
Education.   I always knew I wanted to be a teacher and 
there has never been any doubt in my mind that it is the 
career for me.  When studying I met my husband who was 
completing a degree in architecture at the time.  We settled 
in Aberdeen, spending several years in the city before 
moving out to the country where we both feel more 
comfortable.  

I joined Kingswells Primary School after finishing my degree and completed my 
probation years there.  I have been there ever since – having taught every stage in 
the school and changing from full time teacher to job-share teacher when my 
children were young, to my role now as Depute Head Teacher in 2013.  I am loyal but 
it is now time for a change. 

This year my children are fleeing the nest leaving me only with my husband and my 
little dog for company!  My son left home to study English in 2021 and my daughter 
leaves this year to study Physiology in Edinburgh, so it felt like the right time for me 
to make a change too.  I look forward to joining the amazing team at Midmar - the 
children, staff, and parents I have met so far have all made me feel very welcome and 
I look forward to getting to know everyone in the school, and the wider community, 
better over the next few months.   

In other news, our Annual Duck Race will be taking place on the Sunday 10th 
September, (save the date!) we are selling small ducks for £2.50 each, we have some 
fantastic prizes to win.  We will also have our corporate ducks for £50, any 
companies that purchase a corporate duck will be advertised on the school Facebook 
page and first place will win a fantastic trophy, please get in touch if you would like 
to buy any of the ducks and keep an eye on our school Facebook page for updates.  

Kind regards — Lana  (PC Chairperson) 
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Something about Midmar Timber Centre  

Up until 2009 there was a successful business at Tillybirloch fabricating 
bespoke pallets to order for the paper mill in Inverurie, it was run by Arthur 
McLean.  When the paper mill closed, Arthur decided it was time to retire 
and so Jim and Morna stepped forwards to ask if they could use the shed to 
start a business called Midmar Timber Centre. 

When I moved to Midmar in 2010 I assumed the business had been here 
forever because it was so well stocked and seemed to have everything I 
needed when I called by, if it was not there it was no trouble to order it in.   I 
can only speak to my own experiences but I am sure many of us have all had 
good advice and help from Jim and Morna from time to time.   Advice on 
how to build my log store, a robust shed made to order, recycled pitch pine 
planks sliced up for me at no charge.   I had promised Jim I had taken out all 
the nails in the pine plank but it seems I had missed at least one, he only 
grumbled a little bit! 

In addition to supplying us locals with materials, building bespoke sheds to 
order etcetera, the business also has, amongst other things, regular 
contracts to build certified crates for shipping all sorts of industrial parts 
safely around the world.  If you need to crate a bendy piece of pipe with a 
30 inch diameter and 40 feet long, Midmar Timber centre is the place to go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midmar Timber Centre has advertised in every edition since 

the Newsletter started in 2011 and we wish them every 

success in the future. 
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Something about the Miller’s Businesses 

In 1965 Kenny & Margaret Miller with son Frank had a farm at Tillenturk.  
The land was boggy and needed to be improved so they set about draining 
it.  They bought an old digger to do the work and soon other farmers 
round about noticed what was happening and long before the project at 
Tillenturk was complete many others were waiting to have work done by 
the newly formed company K&M Miller and Son Plant Hire. 

During the 1970’s the business gradually expanded and then in 1982 Frank 
and Marion moved to North Lurg in Midmar, this became the depot for the 
expanding business.  When Kenny retired in 1988 the business was 
renamed to be Miller Plant. 

In the 1990’s the scope of the business diversified.  Their suppliers 
suggested selling Land Drainage parts, Pipes, Baler Twine, Silage Wrap and 
Silage Pit Covers, they soon discovered that this is what customers needed.   
Initially Frank was working from a container in the yard.   Customers were 
coming to fetch materials from all over North East Scotland and asking 
Marion where they could get a bite locally before heading home, hence 
Millers shop and cafe got started, not just with things to sell but also the 
exhibition about historic Midmar which added to the “visitor experience”  
drawing in townies too, out for a Sunday drive.  

In 2007 Miller’s shop and cafe was sold to allow Frank, Alan and Ian to 
concentrate on developing Miller Plant.  Today 
the third generation of the Miller family Alan 
and Ian along with their wives Rachel and 
Donna run the business.  Some of the fourth 
generation of the Miller family now also work 
at the business which offers a whole variety of 
earthwork related services across North East 
Scotland. 

The Miller’s businesses are renowned 

for their generous support for all sorts 

of local projects and Miller Plant has 

advertised in every edition since the 

Newsletter started in 2011, we wish 

them every success in the future. 
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Business Name Contact Info Service/Product 

A and B Removals 07807 556182 House Moves & Related 
Services 

AquaPlay  Watersports - Paddle Boarding 

Auchorrie Turkeys 01330 833686  Christmas Dinner! 

B.A. Stores  Santa's Groto in 2012 

Baileys Taxis  Taxi Service 

Beauty at Eden 07510 099239 At The Hall, Waxing, Nails, 
Eyebrows 

Caledonia Ceremonies  Naming Ceremonies 

Circuit Training sinclairduncan@hotmail.co.uk Fitness Circuits 

CLAN  Support for Cancer Patients 

Douneside manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk Hotel, Spa & Restaurant 

Dunecht Diner ian@dunecht.com Takeaway Food & Snacks 

Echt Show secretary@echtshow.co.uk Fun Weekend, Competitions 

Echt Tandoori 01330 860601 Indian Cuisine - Takeaway or 
EatIn 

Feet Friend  Reflexology  

Gaynor McKernan  English Tuition 

Happy Paws 079092 220703 Dog Walking - now in the Alford 
area 

Gordon Gauld   Architectural Services 

GPH 01467 621926 Building Supplies 

Grampian Accounting info@grampianaccounting.co.uk Accountancy Services 

Grant Arms (Restaurant) grantarmshotel@outlook.com Now operated by The Castle 
Fraser Restaurant 

Home Start mhairi@homestartgarioch.org.uk Charity working with families 

Inca's Trail : Pet Park info@petmind.co.uk Secure Dog Exercise Park 

James Begg  Building Services 

Jimmy and Finlay Moir finlay.moir@tesco.net Fencing and Sheds  

Joe's Gardening Services  Gardening Services 

Jon Wilson jl.wilson1145@gmail.com Piano Lessons 

LC PhysioTheraPilates laura @physiotherapilates.co.uk Physiotherapy and Pilates 

This is Midmar Newsletter 50th edition, all achieved with volunteer effort from contributors and the distribution team. 

We also extend special thanks to the business and people who have paid for Advertising and allowed the Newsletter to 

All of the advertisers that we have records for are listed below
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Business Name Contact Info Service/Product 

J Smith Fish Merchants blanchardp17@yahoo.com Tuesday Fish Deliveries - now 
run by Patrick 

Kirkwood Homes leah@mission10.co.uk House Builder 

K. Milne Ltd. k.milne@live.co.uk Plumber, Gas Safe Registered 

Inverurie Physiotherapy & 
Podiatry Clinic 

01467 633444 Footcare & Exercises 

Martin Begg martybegg707@btinternet.com Electrical Installations 

Midmar Stillwater Fishery info@midmarfishery.co.uk Fishing Lakes 

Midmar Timber Centre info@midmartimbercentre.co.uk Building Materials & Sheds 

Midshore EP epmidshore@btinternet.com EPC Surveys and Consultancy 

Miller Plant info@millerplant.com Civil Work & Supplies 

Monarch Developments  info@monarchdevelopments.com Build Extensions  

Monymusk Thrift Shop  2nd Hand Shop, Teas & Home 
Bakes 

Niall Paton info@niallpaton.co.uk Kitchens & Cabinets 

Oil Club https://www.oil-club.co.uk/
search/ 

Midmar & Echt Branch Pooled 
Oil Supplies  

Perfect A Groom suejiggens@hotmail.com Dog Grooming in Alford now 

Suzie Edge  Photography 

Platform 22 & Torphins 
Market 

mail@platform22.co.uk Teas and Coffees : open every 
Wed  for Torphins Market and 
on Sat 10 am to 5 pm 

Rainbows 07919 658131 Advertised a Leader Vacancy 

R.J. Black rjblackwelding@hotmail.co.uk Welding & Fabrication 

Torphins Golf Club 01339 882115 Golf Membership 

Travel Counsellors  Travel Industry 

The Yoga Bothy Sauchen 
 
 
 

Theyogabothy@gmail.com  Relaxation Yoga, Pilates, Pra-
nayama, Mantras, Modified 
Ashtanga, Guided Breathing 
Yoga 

Vital Veg  Organic Vegetables, grower & 
supplier 

This is Midmar Newsletter 50th edition, all achieved with volunteer effort from contributors and the distribution team.  

We also extend special thanks to the business and people who have paid for Advertising and allowed the Newsletter to “Wash it’s Face”. 

All of the advertisers that we have records for are listed below—thank you again for your support. 
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Comers Bridge — Appeal for Funds 
The footbridge crossing Comers Burn links the hamlets of Glenwood and 
Comers.  It provides a safe route for all who walk or cycle around the area 
whether it is to get to/from school, for people attending the village hall or 
anyone taking recreation. 

Last year, to address urgent safety problems we 
replaced the approach on the NW side that 
crosses the old mill lade.    A huge team of 
volunteers worked every day for a week to do 
the work.  The majority of the materials were 
paid for by the local council however the 
shortfall (about 30%) was made up by donations 
from local business and the volunteers themselves we also recycled what we 
could from timbers in the original structure. 

To ensure it is safe and will stand for a 
while longer we now wish to remove 
and replace, the wet span that crosses 
the normal course of the burn.     

This picture shows what the wet span 
looked like during the heavy rains in 
Autumn 2022.    Imagine the force of 
the water you can see frothing around 
the NE pier. 

Last year, Midmar Men’s Shed coordinated the work to replace the dry span, 
we are pleased to do the same for this new project.  We will be asking for the 
council’s help again to pay for materials but to avoid any short fall we are 
launching a “Just Giving” page requesting donations to the cause.  Here is the 
Link and QR code to access it:- www.justgiving.com/campaign/ComersBridge 

If you live in Midmar or the surrounding area and have ever used 
the bridge and would like to do so again in the future please 
consider making a contribution.    It does not matter how much, 
many contributions can easily add up to quite a lot. 

Article submitted by Rob Ferguson : rob.ferguson@aiexpe.co.uk 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ComersBridge
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Midmar School News 

Welcome to Midmar School News!  We cannot believe that we are into 
Term 4 already.  We have had a busy start to term with lots of exciting 

opportunities and events to look forward to as the term unfolds.  

Head Teacher 
We wished Mrs Shepherd an emotional farewell on 
31st March as she closed this chapter of her teaching 
career to enjoy her retirement.  Mrs Shepherd had 
been at the school for 18 years and led the school 
community with such enthusiasm and drive.  She 
achieved so much during her time here, both 
personally and professionally and will be missed by 

everyone. 

Mrs Blackwood, Head Teacher at Skene, has been covering the post in the interim.  

Mrs Aileen McNair will take up her new and permanent post on Monday 29th May.   

Science Centre Visit 
We all enjoyed a visit to the Science Centre on Wednesday 15th March.  Our focus 
was forces and energy.  Everyone enjoyed the hands on exploration and the 
workshops provided a chance to create 
circuits. This visit complimented our 
learning in school  
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Eco Group 

Our Eco group continue their fantastic work on ensuring that our actions in 
school are as environemntally friendly as possible.  Even with 7 Green 
Flags, the children continue to come up with more ideas and suggetions for how we 

can become even more “Eco”.  Well done everyone. 

Sports and Technology Group  

Our Sports and Technology Group have secured the Digital Schools Award for Midmar 
and are on their way to submitting their information and evidence to achieve a Gold 

Sports Scotland Award.  What a busy group, well done everyone! 

Pupil Council 

Our Pupil Council have been thinking hard about how we can enhance pupil voice. 
Each classroom now has a suggestions board; previously we only had one in the 
canteen.  These are very accessible to the children and can be added to at anytime.  
All ideas are brought along to the Pupil Council meetings to action.  They have also 

created a “You asked, we did” board to evidence what they have been up to.   

One of their goals before the end of the school session is to paint the shelter at the 
front of the school.  Each year group will be allocated a board to design and paint.  Our 
grateful thanks go to Christine McLennan who is supporting the group with this idea.  
We are all looking forward to our year group planning sessions on Wednesday 3rd May.  

Super work everyone, you really are making a difference!  

Abernethy Trip 

Our Primary 6 and 7 pupils enjoyed a fantastic residential trip to 
Abernethy, Nethybridge from Wednesday 19th to Friday 21st 

April alongside pupils from 
Dunecht, Echt and Skene 
Schools.  The children took part 
in a variety of activities including 
canoeing, the ariel zipwire, 
climbing wall, archery and raft 

building. 

Our evening activities included a movie night and a 

campfire.   

Everyone, including staff, had a fantastic trip and came home full of stories to share 

and with lots of happy memories.  
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Focus charities for 2022-2023 

Last term we raised an amazing £189.41 for the Scottish Air Ambulance 
Service.   
The money raised comprised of: 

 £62 from our Pyjama Day 
 £82.65 proceeds from our Community Café 
 £44.76 proceeds from our Fairtrade Stall 

What a fantastic total and our grateful thanks to everyone who contributed or 

supported one of these events.   

We also donated a fantastic £130 to Northsound’s Cash for Kids Appeal.   

The money raised comprised of: 
 £40 from our Christmas Jumper Day 
 £55.32 from our Community Café 
 £30 profit from the P1-4 Eco Bag project  

P1 and P7-S1 Transition 

As the school year marches on, it is time for us to start looking ahead to next 

session.   

Our Primary 7 pupils will continue their transition to Alford Academy with a link day in 
May and a link week in June. 
We are looking forward to welcoming four Primary 1 pupils next year.  We have 
arranged a transition timetable and look forward to welcoming them into school very 

soon. 

Learning focus this Term 

This term our Topic focus is Castles.  If 
anyone has any expertise or knowledge that 
they can share with us, we would be delighted 

to welcome you into school. 

Please get in touch, Tel; 01330 700390 or 

email: midmar.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 
Forthcoming Events:  
w/c Monday 12th June – P7-S1 Transition week at Alford Academy 
Sunday 10th September – Annual Duck Race  
 

A HUGE thankyou to Mrs Blackwood for her extra work to submit this Article 

mailto:midmar.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Farewell Mrs Shepherd 
A lovely afternoon was had by all at Mrs Shepherd’s retirement afternoon tea 
on 2nd April.   Over 100 people came along to the hall to wish Liz all the best 
for her retirement.  There was a great turn out of previous pupils, members of 
the community and Liz’s Family.  Liz was presented with flowers and £1000. 

Thank you to everyone who helped on the day and leading up to the event. 
Lana Howitt (PC Chairperson) 
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Thank You from Mrs Shepherd—To All  in Midmar 
I would like to sincerely thank everyone who very kindly contributed to the 
gifts I received on my retirement from Midmar School.  I would also like to 

thank everyone who contributed to the delicious Afternoon Tea and to 
everyone who came along.  It was lovely to see so many people, both past and 

present families.  Apologies to those people I didn’t get a chat with but 
hopefully I will see you around and get a catch up.  Thank you also to everyone 
who contributed to the slide show and the messages from pupils.  This took a 

lot of planning, coordination and hard work, which was very much 
appreciated. How well everyone has done in life which is testament to 

themselves and their families.  I would like to wish you all continued success, 
health and happiness in the future.    

Best wishes— Liz Shepherd 
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The Midmar Mens Shed 
We have received a variety of items for repair, either at 
the Repair Cafe, or during a regular Shed session.   A pair 
of snow/ice grips, damaged tent poles, replacement of a 
wheelbarrow tyre/tube, and a small clock came into the 

Cafe to get attention.  We have also fixed a reading lamp which had 
come apart in the middle.  Alas, the electric stove was beyond repair, and 
ended up on a one-way trip to the 
recycling centre.  

The major repair of the shelter over 
the water pump, mentioned in the 
last newsletter, was completed.  The 
main legs were rotten, requiring 
replacement.  The roof was sanded 
and refinished, and reattached.  
Then the footings were re-arranged 
so that hopefully the legs won’t rot 
for a very long time.  I was a true 
team effort, with many Shedder’s involved in the various stages of the 
repair and reinstatement. 

Midmar Hall Support : (we assist at the Hall where we are able)  
 a door stop was fabricated for the new back door, so that it does 

not blow off it’s hinges in the wind 

 Several of us worked to fault find and repairing the fire alarm 
system 

 Paving laid on the path to the garden (slope to the lawn) 

 Rubbish & Recycling bin containment fabricated and installed to 
stop the bins blowing around 

 Grass cutting: the season has begun !! 

Games Night:   
A second games night was held, with 
another planned for 8th June at 7:45pm 
(great fun, all welcome).  Snacks will be 
provided, BYO refreshments and just a 
nominal fee to cover the cost of the room 
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Shed Hours: Tuesday’s 18:30—21:00, Friday’s 09:30-13:00 

Web:  www.midmar.uk          Tel:  07464 552550 

Email:   midmarmensshed@gmail.com   Nextdoor:  mensshedmidmar 

hire.  Future games planned are “Survive: Escape from 
Atlantis”, “Diamant”, or “Ticket to Ride”. 

Walking Group:  
The inaugural walk was around the 
Learney Hill (from North Lodge).  Seven 
plus a dog covered about 6 miles on a 
cracking day.  The next was around the 
Dunecht estate, and most recently we 
walked from Cluny Crichton up over the 
Hill of Fare, to the car park at the top of 
the Learney Hill.   We dodged the worst of 
the weather, however we did get some snow, and very bitter wind 
on the more exposed sections.  It was good to visualise where the 
proposed turbines are to be positioned. 

If you would like to join us on any future walks, please get it touch, 
and we will ensure that you are notified (all adults welcome).  
Transport can be arranged. 

We have the following items awaiting a new home: 

 Kindling in small or large sacks (£3 / £10) 

 50mm and 55mm wire nails (we have loads!) 

 Petrol hedge trimmer 

 Morning Walk: 22nd May (09:30-12:00) Monday 

 Repair Cafe: 27th May (14:00-16:00) Saturday 

 Games Night: 8th June (19:30—21:45) Thursday 

 Repair Cafe: 29th April (14:00-16:00) Sunday 

The Shed is open to New Members, who are always welcome as 
are visitors.  Just want to pop in for a chat or a coffee?  No 

problem, feel free to wander in when the Shed is open. 
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Summer Poems - for Young and Old 

I love to see the summer beaming forth 
And white wool sack clouds sailing to the north 

I love to see the wild flowers come again 
And Mare blobs stain with gold the meadow drain 

And water lilies whiten on the floods 
Where reed clumps rustle like a wind shook wood 
Where from her hiding place the Moor Hen pushes 

And seeks her flag nest floating in bull rushes 
I like the  willow leaning half way o’er 

The clear deep lake to stand upon its shore 
I love the hay grass when the flower head swings 

To summer winds and insects happy wings 
That sport about the meadow the bright day 
And see bright beetles in the clear lake play  

BED IN SUMMER   
In winter I get up at night 
And dress by yellow candle-light. 
In summer, quite the other way, 
I have to go to bed by day. 

I have to go to bed and see 
The birds still hopping on the tree, 
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet 
Still going past me in the street. 

And does it not seem hard to you, 
When all the sky is clear and blue, 
And I should like so much to play, 
To have to go to bed by day?   

Thank you again 
to Ruth McRobb 
who suggested 

we publish these 
poems 

for the youngsters by Robert Louis Stevenson 

I LOVE TO SEE THE SUMMER  

and a  SONNET by John Clare   

it was the last poem that he wrote in 1841 
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At a Glance : Midmar Weekly, Monthly and Notable Events

Day Activity Venue 

Monday Circuit Training Midmar Hall 

 Violin Lessons Midmar Hall 

Tuesday Men’s Shed—Activity Shed by Hall 

Wednesday Beauty at Eden Hall Upstairs 

 SWRI 
(Women’s Institute) 

Midmar Hall 

Thursday Beauty at Eden Hall Upstairs 

 Circuit Training Midmar Hall 

Friday Men’s Shed—Activity Shed by Hall 

 Music Social Midmar Hall 

 

Midmar TOTS - 
Meet Monthly 

Last Saturday 
of the Month 10-11.30am 

Thursday, 8th June. 

 Board Games Night at the Hall. 

Open to all, other dates will follow. 

  Contact Paul via 
“paul.thain.abz@gmail.com” Hill of Fare Wind 

Farm 2nd Public 
Consultation Day  

 Expected to be held at  
the Hall in either July 

or August.   Exact  
dates to be confirmed  

Wednesday 21st June 
Community Council 
A.G.M at Midmar Hall  

See Pg. 29 for contact details 



 

25 

At a Glance : Midmar Weekly, Monthly and Notable Events 

Time Further Information 

 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pamela Black 07833 900620 

  Ruth Hardie  07920 715438 

 7pm - 9pm Nigel Bennett 07464 552550 

 During Day by 
Appointment 

Jane Aiken 07715 692444 

 7.30pm -9.30pm 
2nd Wed of Month 

RESTARTS in September 
Judith Stokoe 833719 

 During Day by 
Appointment 

Jane Aiken 07715 692444 

 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pamela Black 07833 900620 

 10am-1pm Nigel Bennett  07464 552550 

 1st Fri of Month 
7.30pm -9.00pm 

RESTARTS in September 
Rob Ferguson 07767  317486 

School Duck Race  

Sun 10th Sept 

Contact School or P.T.A. 
Small ducks are £2.50 each with 

fantastic prizes to be won.   

Their are also corporate ducks 
for £50 each. A stunning trophy 

for the winner  

Music Social 

RESUMES 1st Sept 
In Back Stage Room 

Contact 
John 07808 070176  

or Rob 07767 317486 

SWRI           
resumes in 

September 
Meetings are  held on 

Second Wednesday of 

a Month  

Judith Stokoe 
01330 833719 

This is an empty space. 
Could you fill it? 

Paid advertisements very 
welcome or just notifications 
of meetings, events, parties 

you are planning in the 
Autumn. 

eMail information to :- 
newsletter@midmahall.com 



 

26 

Memories of Midmar by Jenny Begg – Part 1  
In the Spring edition, Alistair McRobb suggested that if we felt inclined, we could share some 
Midmar memories of which I have many, here are some of them. 

1.   Our House - 1977 
Jim, who is now a retired self-employed builder, built an extension and double 
garage, next door at Gate Lodge for Gordon and Joan Stewart.  Joan was the dinner 
lady at Midmar School for many, many years.  Gordon happened to mention that he 
was selling the plot of land next door and asked Jim if he would be interested in 
buying it.  He came home that evening and asked me if I would like to live in 
Midmar.  I had never heard of the place so, he drove me there, showed me the plot, 
and it was love at first sight.  Wow, what a great place to live… and cycle!   

After getting Planning Permission and a Building Warrant, we bought the plot, sold 
our flat in Aberdeen, luckily, at the time of the oil boom, bought a caravan and 
started building our house in 1976, Jim being the builder and me the labourer!  
After a lot of blood, sweat and tears (there are lots more stories to tell but I won’t 
bore you with them!) we moved into the house in 1977, no heating other than a coal 
fire, no carpets, minimal furniture and a ladder to get upstairs to bed!  Gate Lodge 
was next door and on the other side of our house, from the kitchen window, we 
looked on to an abundance of wild life, many rhododendrons, trees and a rough 
track which you could walk down, leading 
to Corsindae.  There was a field at the 
back of the house, again, with an 
abundance of wild life. 

In 1978, seven executive houses were 
built behind us and along the rough track 
which became Glenwood Park.  One of 
the occupants is Alan Blackie, he is now 
the only original resident!  

This picture is of our almost finished 
house in 1977 before the rough track 
became Glenwood Park. 

2.   The Big Snow – 1984  
On 22nd January, 1984, we experienced our worst ever fall of snow since moving to 
Midmar.  When I opened the bedroom curtains in the morning I got the shock of my 
life.   I could not even see the gates or boundary wall.  We could not go anywhere 
and nobody could get to us.  After three days, we were cheering Aberdeenshire 
Council who came and rescued us!    



 

27 

All these pictures are taken outside our house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.   The Sponsorship Bug - 1984(ish) 

If it was not 1984 it was thereabouts.  The Mother and Toddlers Group at the Hall was 
desperate for funds so I decided to ask the community for sponsorship by walking more 
than 20 miles.    

I got a lift to fog-bound Aberdeen beach and walked back to a very sunny Midmar where 
folk welcomed me back at the School.  One side of me got very sunburnt and I remember 
Molly Gabriel immediately saying “Well, Jenny, you will just have to walk back to 
Aberdeen and get the other side burnt!  I certainly did not relish that idea!   

Unfortunately, I cannot even remember how much I raised!  Maybe someone else can 
remember? 

Thanks to Jenny Begg for this article.   
Part 2 follows in the Autumn Edition when we will learn about the early days of 

Midmar Players, Real Bonfire Nights and another BIG freeze!  

1. Looking towards the school 
2. Looking uphill, towards the Hall 

3. A younger ME [love the 
orange gear Jenny!] 

4. Council to the rescue, 
approaching our house, Hurrah! 
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Cluny, Midmar and Monymusk Community Council 
These are the main items from meetings held in January, February and March:  

Police Reports :  Although there has been no Police presence at the meetings 
a report was received covering the quarterly priorities.  There were zero as-
saults, zero housebreaking, zero Public Nuisance, zero drug related and Four 
road traffic incidents.  Data was also received from a static speed check on the 
road at Sauchen play park for the entirety of November 2022. 6598 vehicles 
passed the sensor the average speed being 25.9mph.  88% of vehicles were 
within the speed limit, 95%of vehicles were travelling under 31.7 mph, 16 ve-
hicles were recorded above 40mph the highest being 55mph.  The latter 
group would be the ones the Police would hope to catch when they are pre-
sent with a speed gun. 

In January and February, these meetings were both held on Zoom due to 
weather conditions, the meeting of 29th of March was held in Midmar Village 
Hall.  Frank Murray gave an update on a meeting held with George Pearson, 
Richard Fyffe, Stuart Young and Colette Backwell at Dunecht Estate Office in 
connection with the proposed Wind Farm.  Feedback from the Community 
Council questionnaires was used to demonstrate the impact of the proposal 
for the people of Midmar and photographs were shown to highlight the physi-
cal aspect of the windfarm turbine from different areas in Midmar. George 
Pearson highlighted that no final decision had been made yet on what would 
go ahead. 

Woodend : There have been changes recommended by the Road Safety Unit 
to replace and repair all damaged and missing hazard marker posts in the area 
together with installing additional hazard marking posts between the two 
bends. Road Safety also advise a number of other improvements to assist tyre 
grip, improve road drainage etcetera.  However, there are no time limits pro-
vided at this stage for completion of these plans. 

It is agreed that person and zoom meetings are the best way forward.  Ian 
Forbes is to purchase an annual subscription and we will attempt to support 
this at future meetings where the hall has appropriate broadband. 

Sauchen Issues : Kirkwood Homes have still not replied to the retrospective 
ground soil applications from SEPA .  

Cluny Issues : Cluny Crossroads, beside the school and houses have some 
dreadful pot holes.  These should be escalated through the Council Complaint 
form found on their portal.  The footpath from the burn to the old antique 
shop is to be widened and should be finished by the end of June.  The school 
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bus is still running but no further information has been received regarding its 
future. 

Midmar Issues : the gate on the path remains locked although there is a kissing 
gate at the side for access. 

Monymusk Issues : An offer of £1,400 has now been received from SSEN for 
the 38 homes in Monymusk which have been refused compensation payments 
for power outages.  This is to be discussed with the residents concerned. SSEN 
are also allocating several million pounds via Council Organisations to support 
upgrading resilience functions in our area. 

The Kings Coronation - Castle Fraser is to be involved in launching a new Aber-
deenshire Flag with input from The Lord Lieutenant, Lonach Highlanders and 
local school children.  Monymusk have an initiative to present the school chil-
dren with a memento.  Midmar Hall Management Committee plan to show the 
coronation on their big screen, refreshments will be provided and a fee will go 
towards Hall funds. 

Kirkwood Homes are to be asked once again when they will replace the climbing 
frame in the new housing development. 

The Local Development Plan Community Consultation will be underway in the 
next couple of months. 

The next Community Council meeting is to be held on May 10th at Monymusk 
Village Hall followed by the AGM on the 21st of June at Midmar Village Hall.  

Community Council Contacts : Richard Fyffe 01330 833295, Judith Stokoe 01330 
833719,  Ruth Wardle 07818 290334 or Frank Murray 07552 37903 

Calling all Gardeners to Assist  
Our hall garden is much admired by visitors.  
Summer weddings and other events often make use 
of the garden.   As with all gardens, maintenance is 
ongoing.  If you have time to spare you are welcome 
to come and pull a weed or two. 

Last year the council provided perennials to be planted out.  We will still 
be given some bedding plants to share with the school and the Kirk, 
which we will be using for tubs.  Please let us know if you or a neighbour 
wish to plant up a tub at the roadside in Comers or Glenwood, and we 
will pass on the  plants.  

ALL help will be greatly appreciated to finish the weeding and planting, 

to join in the fun please contact us using the hall eMail 

“info@midmarhall.com” or call Jackie on 07505 936271. 
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Spring at the Fishery  

Cold snap as I write this at the end of 
April, just ten days ago we had some 
lovely warm and sunny days for a 
whole week!  Spring is here and it 
has been nice to welcome, first 
snowdrops and now “a host of 
golden daffodils”. 

The wildlife here at the fishery is 
constantly evolving.  After last year’s 
sad end to the pair of swans that 
were here in 2022 we now have a 
new pair!  It makes you realise how fragile life is for them.  These two have 
been here most of the winter to “bag” the water.  They’ve seen off a pair of 
geese that keep trying to land on the water and I have watched them 

exploring the island on one of the lakes.  
We do hope they will nest and then we 
will have another family to watch grow 
up throughout the rest of this year.  We 
also now have a pair of mallards and I 
have an eye open for ducklings. 

Three Swallows arrived here on 15th 
April - 8 days earlier than last year.  Mind 
you, only three and I haven’t seen them 

since!   I hope they have found a warm spot to wait for their kin, who are 
probably waiting in Spain for the weather to warm up! 

Likewise, the Osprey was hovering over the ponds on 23rd April, exactly the 
same date as last year - what a great timekeeper!   The other usual 
characters are about.  Badger holes in abundance, not a Set, just evidence of 
searching for worms.  Footprints in the snow of the Otter and a half 
devoured trout tell us he’s about this week, but I have not actually seen him 
yet! 

A Tawny Owl is nesting nearby but not in my last year’s Xmas present - a 
special tawny owl nesting box.  Something about it obviously didn’t suit 
them!  Fingers crossed for next year now! 
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We had hundreds or Bats hibernating in the roof space of the fishing hut 
last year, we got up to 150 as we counted them all coming out one 
evening.  I expect they might be up there again now so we need to keep an 
eye open to witness it again.  It was amazing! 

The Cormorants have departed for the winter water, luckily.  They are a 
menace to the fisheries, stabbing the fish underwater with their beaks and 
not actually able to swallow them whole, as they do, because of the size of 
the fish! 

I am currently trying hard to capture a photo of the Hares that race around 
the house (outside, I mean) for the magazine.   They are faster than me, so 
you might get a blurry shot - or not! [Editor – Sorry Folks seems the Hares 
have been too quick for Lorrie’s shutter finger, nae pic] 

Our biggest problem [again] all winter are ‘’The Little Deers’’ who ignored 
my request to “only eat the grass” and have munched on everything green 
in my flower beds again.   So no Euphorbia with their lovely lime green 
flowers for us this year.  No Spotted 
Laurel, and no large leafed Ivy that 
covers the ground beneath our deck!   
Who’d have thought deer could “get on 
their hands and knees’”???   So, enough 
is enough!   I have designed, and hubby is 
building, panels of large mesh fencing to 
protect the two large beds we have.   We 
just could not fence the whole place, it is 
such a beautiful open site, so we’ll forfeit 
a few things outside the beds and 
concentrate on the precious plants near the house!   The first that we 
erected protected the tulips that they ate last year and hooray, it has 
worked! [so far]  They will need to be in place all year so I have tried to 
make them ‘design-y’.  It is a race against time now as things are starting to 
sprout tasty green shoots for “The Little Deers”, there are regularly seven 
of them!  

We are looking forward to the Farmers Wife bringing her coo’s for the 
summer soon.  They are so well behaved - ''THEY JUST EAT THE GRASS'' 

      Information and Pictures for this article by Lorrie Bilsborrow at Bogindhu. 
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Midmar Path Maintenance 2023 
The grass is growing and spring is showing its wonderful array of colours, 
amidst the odd rain…and snow shower!  Last summer we were able to hold 
several get-togethers to keep on top of the overgrowth for some of the local 
paths around Midmar so that they could be used over the summer months. 
This mainly involved cutting the grass along the paths, cutting back any 
protruding branches and smoothing out any areas with large boulders/rocks/
stones/fallen branches and twigs.  

It will be wonderful to keep up this community effort this season too. The 
Midmar Men’s Shed have agreed to provide some help and we are looking for 
volunteers to coming along to help these efforts throughout the summer.  

Anyone can volunteer and jobs will include picking up twigs and loose 
materials on paths, grass cutting/strimming, cutting back branches with 
loppers or helping clear over grown areas.  

Two paths were regularly maintained last 
year; a small path along Comers Burn and 
the path from Midmar School/Glenwood to 
Tillybirloch.  Some work was also carried 
out at Boghindu Woods and of course the 
rebuild of half of the Comers footbridge 
was carried out too.  An incredible effort 
made by the Midmar Community!  Short 
sessions carried out by volunteers kept 
these paths accessible and open 
throughout last summer.  There are further 
ideas and options available to work other 
locations should there be the interest and 
numbers of volunteers available to do so.  

Permission is granted by land owners before any maintenance is carried out.  

If you’d like to volunteer please email Becky - rebeccajbaptie@gmail.com & 
you will be kept up to date with the meet up dates & locations throughout the 
spring, summer and autumn months. 

mailto:rebeccajbaptie@gmail.com
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Midmar S.W.R.I. 
Our meeting, arranged for the 8th of March, (which was also 
to be an open evening) had to be cancelled due to adverse 
weather conditions. Naturally this was disappointing, but we 
hope to have Michela Marocchi at a later date.  Michela had 
been going to give us a demonstration of "Making Pasta The 
Italian Way".    

The Business meeting held on the 12th of April went smoothly, all the current 
Office Bearers being happy to remain in post.  A general discussion then 
followed with ideas for speakers for the next session proposed by the ladies.  A 
lot of interesting and varied options were mulled over which will certainly make 
the syllabus easier to complete.  The next meeting was to be on the 10th of 
May, unfortunately the guest speaker, Scott Baptie has had to cancel but 
Michael Stewart (Alford) nobly volunteered to talk about his charity cycle ride 
from Landsend to John O’ Groats.   

Over the summer we will have a break for a couple of months to allow the 
ladies to safely gather their harvests in and recharge their batteries.  

Meetings are held in the back room of the village hall on the second 
Wednesday of each month and will recommence in September.   Anyone is 
invited to come and try a "Taster Session” at any time.  

Contacts Bev Mackinlay tel: 01330 833513 : Judith Stokoe  tel: 01330 833719 

Changes to our local Church of Scotland Congregations 
Recently the members of our local congregations have voted to unite and 
become a single parish.  In the autumn, the congregations of Echt and Midmar, 
Cluny and Monymusk, Blairdaff and Chapel of Garioch, Kemnay and Kintore will 
become one united church called, Bennachie Parish Church of Scotland.  

The new congregation will be served by a team of ministers - Rev Euan Geln, Rev 
Neil Meyer, Rev Joshua Mikelson and Rev Sheila Mitchell.  Sunday worship will 
continue for the time being at all existing churches, however in time, Midmar 
Church, Blairdaff Church and Cluny Church buildings will be relinquished.  

Although this is a time of huge change, working together will bring 
many different opportunities and all our churches are looking to the 
future with much hope and anticipation.  
Reverend Sheila Mitchell 
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Midmar Hall  
100 Club 

And the winners of the MAY prize draw are…  
First  £100 -  Ian Black 
Second  £60  -  Malcolm Stewart 
Third  £30 -  Frank Sewell 
Fourth  £25 -  Rob Ferguson  

 

So that is it for 2022/2023 thank you for your 

support.   

To try your luck in 2023/2024 and support hall funds 

get your lucky number by filling in the adjacent form 

or eMail Midmar100club@gmail.com. 

The form allows up to FIVE members from each 

household to have a number.    It costs £15 for 

each number and this will enter you into all the 

remaining draws until May next year.     

Draws are normally 

made during the 

monthly community 

café.  
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(This form allows up to 5 members of the same household to enter) 
 
Name 1 :___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 2 :___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 3 :___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 4 :___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 5 :____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________Postcode:___________________ 
 
e-mail: _____________________________________________________________ 

 
PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER ONLY  

EMAIL FORM TO midmar100club@gmail.com  (Note New Address) 
 

Bank transfer details:  Sort Code: 82 61 00 Account No. 00396512  

    Use your name as a reference. 
 
Signed: ______________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 

Return completed forms to the email address above  
Your 100 club ‘lucky’ number will be advised upon receipt of payment and 

completed form 
 

Winners are announced in the Midmar Newsletter, on our 
Facebook Page (What’s on in and around Midmar) and 

on our website www.midmarhall.com 

C
U

T
 

Midmar Hall ‘100 Club’ 

Prize Draw 

Membership Form  

2023 - 2024 

‘100 Club’ 

C/O MEIKLE MIDMAR 

MIDMAR 

INVERURIE 

AB51 7LS 

For an annual subscription of £15 you will be 
entered in to the quarterly draw taking place in 

 August, November, February and May   

First Prize: £100 Second Prize: £60 
Third Prize: £30    Fourth Prize: £25 

mailto:midmar100club@gmail.com
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Cut this page out, 

fill the form on the 

reverse and  

send to :- 

100Club 

c/o MEIKLE MIDMAR 

MIDMAR 

INVERURIE 

AB51 7LS 

 

Or SCAN and  

eMail to 

 midmar100club@gmail.com   

C
U

T
 

mailto:midmar100club@gmail.com


 

37 

Hill of Fare Wind Farm Update 

Renewable Energy Systems (RES) is the company chosen by Dunecht Estates to 
develop the design for the proposed Hill of Fare Wind Farm development and take it 
forwards for planning approval. 

Since February, representatives from the RES have visited local companies to discuss 
their possible involvement with building the proposed wind farm should it go ahead.   
They also met with two local residents who are active members of HoFWIG (Hill of 
Fare Windfarm Information Group).  HoFWIG have described these discussions in the 
“Latest Posts” section of their website, this is the link to read more should you wish to 
do so, www.hilloffare.org  

Many of you will recently have received the Spring 2023 Newsletter from RES  in the 
post.   It contains some interesting information about the project so if you have not 
seen it and wish to read it, it is online at this web link www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk/
media/2642883/hof-newsletter-web.pdf. 

We cannot reiterate the full content of the RES Newsletter but Midmar Newsletter 
was interested to note that it mentions Private Water Supplies (PWS) and notably 
that anyone concerned that their water supply will be effected should be registered 
with what we assume is a RES project office called the EnviroCentre BEFORE 21st May.  
We realise that by the time this newsletter reaches you this information is out of date 
but presumably having published this so late (my copy was received on 2nd May) RES 
will allow some latitude if you contact them immediately.   You may already have 
done so because, as we prepare this article it is May, and we gather that HoFWIG are 
notifying effected parties directly. 

The RES Newsletter includes a pie chart illustrating the subjects that raised comment 
at the public consultation in October 2022, the two most referred categories were :- 

 Landscape and Visual – 25% i.e. Turbine Height and Site Location  

 Socioeconomics  – 25% i.e. Community Benefit and Supply Chain 

Evidently the revised design has reduced the number of turbines to 16 and RES now 
propose that the maximum tip height will be 200m. 

In early April, Midmar Newsletter eMailed RES to invite them to submit an article that 
would explicitly address resident’s concerns about:- 

 Water supply disruption  

 Turbine height. 

In response, RES referred us their Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document which 
is available on their website, at this web link:- 

www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk/media/2642892/faqs-may-2023.pdf cont/... 
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This is an easy page to navigate which with my desktop computer browser shows a 
decent table of contents that can be used to navigate quickly to responses of 
interest. 

For example Section 2 - Landscape and Visual of the FAQ document gives detailed 
answers, by RES, regarding their choice of Turbine Height. 

Section 11 deals with Private Water Supplies.  Our impression reading the response in 
the FAQ document is that RES are proposing a desktop study to “protect” Private 
Water Supplies (PWS).  We view this as disappointing because there can be no 
substitute for practical measurements of what is actually happening. 

We have been given to understand that when the St Fergus to Mossmorron 
hydrocarbon pipeline was implemented, field testing of all PWS on the route was 
undertaken for a significant period before, during and after the project.  This ensured 
that if any PWS was disrupted there was practical evidence and the contractor could 
be held to account.    

Our understanding is that after further public consultation in the Summer then the 
proposed design will be submitted to the Government for planning approval.   It is 
presumably only then, that the planners can require the developer to take such 
protective actions as monitoring all PWS quality throughout the project.  

Recently some residents have become aware that once the design and submission 

This image has been created by HoFWIG using dimensions (250m high) and locations of the proposed turbines to illustrate the v

….. Wind Farm Update—cont  
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This image has been created by HoFWIG using dimensions (250m high) and locations of the proposed turbines to illustrate the view from Glenwood/Tillybirloch 

for planning is complete RES may not continue as the principal contractor for the 
implementation.  Midmar Newsletter sent RES a specific query on this subject and 
RES have sent us the following response to quote:- 

“RES provide asset management and operations and maintenance 
services for customers and would hope to continue our relationship 
with the project, including being the first contact for local residents, 

once the wind farm became operational.” 

It is positive that RES state they would wish to continue but since no permission to 
develop yet exists it is understandable that this is all they can say at this time. 

Editorial by Rob Ferguson – Midmar Newsletter Editor 

Any development, whatever side of this discussion you are on, has to be right 
for us living in this wonderful land.    Some consider that there is a growing 
body of evidence that a development on this scale is better implemented 
offshore.  There is huge scope off the shallow Scottish east 
coast from Berwick to John O’ Groats. 

For information about this and other subjects related to the  
Hill of Fare proposals you can subscribe to the “NaeFare” 
Newsletter.  Here is the link to get started, www.hilloffare.org/
index.php/new-mailing-list-jr/ or scan this QR code. 
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 The “White Nights” o  Midmar  
 

‘Behold, my friends, the spring is come; the earth has gladly 
received the embraces f the sun, and we shall see the results of 

their love’ - Sitting B  
I hope, you the reader, will forgive this allusion to 
the title of the first chapter in a journalistic his ory 
book, authored by Harrison E. Salisbury, entitled 
“The 900 Days in the Siege of Leningrad” Hardly 
breakfast reading, but from my perspective, 
parallels remain in so far as it describes 
perceptions of this time of year  

Another author describes the Summer Solstice in 
Leningrad in spring 1941 as ….. 

“The year’s longest day, when midnight is 
less than dusk, and night never fa s  

This conjures up an alchemy of images and 
sounds, an aura of peace and quiet enjoyment, 
by the local population in the change of season, 
following a long and bitter winter. An alchemy o
blossoms and the quiet hubbub of voices from the inhabitants emerging 
into a warmer and more welcoming environmen  

In Midmar, there is no Nevsky Prospekt; few cafes (apart from Midmar 
Hall), but the local populace, similarly, enjoy the “white nights” here too  

Of course, in Leningrad other events [post 1941] 
were to ollow ……  

With regard to the parallels, I am also cognizant that Midmar is at a similar 
latitude to what was then the city of Leningrad.   Just less than 3 degrees 
of difference.   As such, it comes as no surprise o the local residents here 
that we too, habitually, experience fairly harsh winters, and cold springs, 
which often seem to last forever, prior to the advent of our brief ‘summer’.  
Most of us look forward to the days when we are able to walk outside 
without our overcoats, gloves and hats. 

Folk may venture out, on foot, bikes or on horseback to enjoy the warmer 
temperatures.  The sounds of their passing by is a pleasant backdrop to 
the oncoming season.  The natural world, too, is slow in regenerating, and 
only comes to life when temperatures exceed nine degrees Celsius. If 
temperatures stay low of course, there will be no need for a ‘No Mow May’, 
as the grass won’t grow! 

In fact at the time of writing in May, just a few weeks prior to the Solstice, 
the cherry (gean) blossoms, and fruit trees, are just beginning to blossom, 
rather timidly, as if the next blast of Arctic wind will blast them into 
extinction- which it frequently does! 
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Underfoot early spring flowers - 
violets and primroses brighten the 
woodland landscape, agains the 
backdrop of the flowering gorse  

These signs reassure us that the worst of 
winter is past, and we can look forward to 
more benevolent temperatures. 

Some might draw other parallels; in Leningrad, there was a ’precarious 
peace’, and the population perhaps hoped, rather than believed, that it 
would last. It must be acknowledged that they were not bombarded with 
daily reports of disturbing global events, to the same extent as we are, in 
today's globalized world - although the media and propaganda, no doubt 
existed then as now. 

Hope existed then, but the hoped for events did not materialise at that time. 

I’m sure many of us hope, and pray (if we are of a religious persuasion) for 
peaceful “White Nights” for ourselves and our families, for many years to 
come.  May they come to pass.   To quote Albert Einstein ….. 

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.  
The important thing is not to stop questioning”.  

Article by Faith Mackenzie - May 2023 

Family Summer Project : Make a Hedgehog Hole   ... 
It is important to recognise the benefits of hedgehogs in our 
gardens and we can help protect their foraging routes by 
creating “Hedgehog Holes” in the fences and other barriers. 
Find instructions on creating a “Hedgehog Hole” in your 
boundary fencing, with details as to where you can register the 

hedgehog highway you have created at this web page :- 
www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-create-hedgehog-hole  

Anything that helps control the slugs and snails in the garden 
needs to be encouraged and hedgehogs are struggling.  

Some gardeners choose to build hedgehog houses, but they will 
make nest sites anywhere so it is also useful to keep a part of 
your garden a little bit ‘wild’ if you wish to attract hedgehogs 
to it.  
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● EARTHWORKS CONTRACTORS ● 
● CRUSHING & SCREENING CONTRACTORS ● 

 ● PLANT HIRERS ● 
 ● DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS ● 

● HAULAGE CONTRACTORS ● 
 ● QUARRY & RECYCLED MATERIALS SUPPLIERS ● 

  
Tel: 01330 830033 
Fax: 01330 830044 

 
  

Email: info@millerplant.com     
Web: www.millerplant.com 

North Lurg, Midmar, Inverurie,  
Aberdeenshire, AB51 7NB 

Vacancy : Bookings Person : Midmar Hall 
Sometime soon Midmar Hall will need someone to step into 

the role of Booking Secretary.   If you think you can help 

please eMail info@midmarhall.com or speak to a member 

of the Hall Committee. 

The primary role is to act as focal point for taking bookings 

and then liaising with the customer regarding rules of use, 

hall preparation and access. 

Once the event or activity is finished then the details are 

passed on to the Hall Treasurer who will bill the customer. 

To find Midmar Hall information on Facebook after you 
have logged in just type “Midmar Hall”  into the search 
box and hey presto our page is displayed. 

Our website: www.midmarhall.com lists current events and “What’s On”.  

You can also download extra copies of the newsletter or just read the most 
recent three copies “online”.    

Through the website you will find contact details to ask questions that you 
might have about the hall, its use, hiring it etcetera. 

  We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Midmar Hall  for  Hire 
Whatever event are you planning, Midmar Hall has 
a variety of spaces for you to use, the main hall, 
back stage room, meeting room and a well 
equipped kitchen.   Other facilities include our lovely 

garden, WiFi, spacious car park, a projector 
and screen (in the main hall), a quality piano 
(available to musicians on request), speakers, 
microphones and 
amplifier. 
 

To book please contact us via eMail “bookings@midmarhall.com” 

Hourly Hire  

Space 1st Hr Hrly 8 Hrs 

Main Hall £15 £12 £87 

Upstairs 
Room 

£9 £7 £51 

Backstage 
Room 

£7.5 £6 £43.5 

Whole  Facility for 24 hours—£250 

Deposit : a discretionary deposit of £250 
may be requested for some functions 
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