Midmar Newsletter
Published for the Hall Committee on
behalf of the Midmar Community
Autumn Edition 2022
Issue 47

1

Newsletter News
Lots of information in this issue to read and digest, special and regular
events happening at the Hall and Men’s Shed over the next few
months. There is a public Ceilidh organised for 10th Sept, the Bowlers
restart on 4th Oct, and there will be a Harvest Festival day on 8th Oct,
to mention just a few. We have articles about what has been
happening in Midmar during the spring/summer on our farms, down at
the fishery and on Jubilee Day also a yumee scones recipe to try.
We would also like to thank all our advertisers for their support,
without which we could not afford to print the Newsletter

Our Cover Winner
Rebbeca Baptie, Tillybirloch— an image of Summer
This Newsletter is for everyone in Midmar.
Please send us your messages and contributions for the next
edition by end of October;
Photographs, Advertisements, Family News and Articles
to our eMail address: - newsletter@midmarhall.com
“How do you like yours?” is changing ….

In addition to a hard copy of the Newsletter which we distribute, did you know you
can download a PDF copy direct from Midmar Hall website using the URL
www.midmarhall.com/newsletter
If you would prefer to only view the Newsletter electronically, let us know your home
address so that we can remove it from our direct distribution list.

Sponsoring the Midmar Newsletter

If you would like to sponsor the newsletter prices are:
£25 for a business card size
£45 for a half A5 page (landscape)
£80 for a whole A5 page (portrait)
The newsletter is non-profit making and where possible, distributed four times a year to
about 230 homes throughout Midmar as well as being published on the Midmar Hall
website, www.midmarhall.com
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Dear Fellow Residents,
It is July as I write this when a friend and I were due to fly to Munich via
Heathrow on Friday. During the course of the previous days our flight
to Heathrow has been cancelled three times. Consequently, we lost a
day of our holiday because our original flight was scheduled for
Thursday. After a few fraught days things appeared to settle down, or
so we thought! With a few days to go we were informed that our
return flight to Aberdeen from Heathrow had been cancelled. The first
available flight on offer was four days later! Eventually we decided to
fly Heathrow to Edinburgh and to motor from there back to Aberdeen.
Talking to others, I find that their experiences have been somewhat
similar. Delays and cancellations seem to be the order of the day.
However, this appears to be but the tip of the iceberg. Friends
returning from holiday have told of lengthy queues at security and
concerns regarding ‘mountains’ of luggage in the reclaim area of
airports.
Apart from the mayhem at airports, there is a growing sense of unease
regarding the prospect of strikes that will impact upon railroad services.
It would appear that travellers may well be facing a sustained period of
disruption this summer.
As I thought what I might say in this letter I began to ask myself why we
are prepared to put ourselves through the anxiety and stress of travel,
at the very time of year when we need to relax and ‘chill out’. Ah, the
joys of summer! No doubt many of you will have reached your holiday
destinations. Some of you will still be in the process of getting travel
documents together and packing cases. Perhaps some of you have
opted to stay closer to home. Wherever you found yourselves this
summer I trust that you found time to relax, unwind and recharge
batteries.
I can’t believe that I have made no mention of the Hall! Time enough to
do that in the Autumn.
Alistair McRobb
Hall Chairman
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NOTABLE EVENTS AT . . . . . .

Midmar Hall — Indoor Bowling
Restarts on Tuesday 4th October
Calling ALL Bowlers, Past, Present and NEW !
We meet from October through to March, on Tuesday evenings
from 7:00pm till 9:00pm and have equipment for as many as 16
players to participate at one time.

New members are needed, both
Ladies and Gents welcome.
For more information contact Alan
Blackie (01330 833482) or just come
along to give it a try. It is a very
enjoyable way to spend an evening in
good company during the dark Autumn and Winter months.
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. . . . THE HALL THIS AUTUMN

Midmar Hall Presents: RIVERWOODS
A documentary film Friday 23rd September 2022
Two Screenings: 1pm and 8pm (55min duration)
It’s FREE, and includes an educational Quiz
The salmon need the forest.
The forest needs the salmon.
And Scotland needs them both.
RIVERSWOODS is a spectacular
and compelling visual journey that
shines a light on the perilous state of
Scotland’s salmon and the degraded river catchments we have come to
accept as normal. RIVERSWOODS shows how Scotland’s life-rich rivers
have been greatly diminished but crucially, how they could be reborn through
a shared vision of restoration and recovery. This feature-length documentary
filmed and produced by rewilding charity SCOTLAND: The Big Picture,
tells the story of an inextricable relationship between fish and forest.
https://www.scotlandbigpicture.com/riverwoods
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Jubilee Beacon Pictures

Quite a few people turned out to enjoy the Midmar
Jubilee Beacon on 2nd June at the trig point.
We received several pictures to publish from Hazel Smith,
Colette Backwell and Jenny Begg, these are some of
them. What a dramatic sky!
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
On Friday 3rd June 2022, Midmar Hall prepared
an afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.
For more than two hours the Hall and Garden
were continually filled with everyone enjoying
tea, coffee and Prosecco!
Lots of sandwiches, cakes and scones were made
and donated along with fresh pancakes that
were being prepared in the kitchen for all. We
extend our thanks to everyone who made such
an effort and contributed.
It was especially lovely to see all ages working together to make the day
the huge success that it was. Midmar School played the biggest part in
the organisation of the afternoon tea, they had also decorated the Hall
with bunting, made at the school, and created a fabulous timeline of the
Queen’s reign to put on display.
Although there was no charge for the afternoon tea, people kindly
donated in excess of £250 which the school has passed on to their chosen
charities: Mary’s Meals and AberNecessities.
The evening barbeque also contributed a further £130.

Article submitted by Pamela Black
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News from the Farmers Wife
This year we have had a good few weeks of warm, dry weather that started back in
April, the vehicles working in the fields frequently had clouds of dust blowing away
behind them.
This dry weather has been ideal for making
silage and hay, generating good quality feed
for all the animals during the next winter.
The downside of course, this lack of rain will
have had negative effect on crops that are in
the ground and still growing; these include
barley, wheat, potatoes, swedes and grazing
grass.
In July the winter sown crops were being harvested and the straw baled. The
fields were then cleared of the bales and made ready to be ploughed and sown
again with the next crops, barley, wheat and oil seed rape.
This year, because of the good weather, we expect to start combining (harvesting)
our Spring sown crops in early August, which is when we will all be sharing the
roads with the huge combine harvester machines moving between fields and
trailers full of grain, taking it to the store. For the grain harvest we were keenly
hoping that the dry early summer weather would continue through the period
which would then save hugely on the cost of drying, this is especially important
now that the price of fuel has rocketed since the start of the year. In a wet year
our drying machines can be running all day long for many weeks. We run both the
driers and the tractor, that keeps the grain moving, on diesel using approximately
30 gallons (136 litres) every twelve hours.
For our livestock most of the new lambs have now been sold for meat, each one
was given an electronic tag with a unique number that is used for traceability
purposes, this means that the end
customer can discover where their food
has come from should there be a need to
do so.
The annual cycle will start again come
September and October when the tups
(rams) will be let loose amongst the ewes
to ‘hopefully’ produce lambs five months
later in the New Year.
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In early summer our sheep were clipped (sheared) by local contract shearers
and the wool from each sheep was then rolled and stored in huge sacks
supplied by British Wool, a trade organisation that will sell on the fleeces from
all their members. Different breeds of sheep produce different qualities of
fleece, the coarser fleeces are used in carpets and the finest for clothing.
We have 39 Suffolk Cross sheep which are quite big animals, this year we had
two sacks of wool from them, each weighing about 130 kg (20 stone, 7 pounds
in old money).

Sheep Shearing and Rolling the Fleeces

Sacks at British Wool Store

Life on the farm does not stand still, each day is a challenge, always the
changing weather complicates the task of producing quality food and it is even
more difficult this year to achieve this economically with fuel, feed and
fertilizers prices all escalating unpredictably.
With better targeted support Scottish farmers could be encouraged to
increase local production; this would benefit everyone by reducing the need
for costly imports and maintaining the quality standards we all expect. To
ensure food quality, all farms are inspected annually and we must adhere to
many rules to be allowed continue to sell meat and grain for human
consumption. Our farm is inspected by three different organisations, Quality
Meat Scotland, Scottish Quality Crops (to whom we also pay membership fees
for the inspection) and also Food Hygiene, an Aberdeenshire Council body.
Information for this article kindly provided by Isabel Birse at Cairndaie,
any errors, blame the editor.
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Midmar School News
We are delighted to have been awarded our SEVENTH Eco
Schools Green Flag. The Green Flag is the highest award
given and must be renewed every two years. Midmar School has
consistently been a Green Flag school since 2008 our Eco Group,
supported by Ms Miller, has led our work.
Farm Visit to Wester Tulloch
In June the whole school visited Wester Tulloch, Midmar by kind permission of the
Thomson Family. The visit was organised by the RNCI (Royal Northern Countryside
Initiative) and was the first prize won by Matteo Masserotti for his drawing in the
Wildlife and Conservation Trust competition in November 2019. The Coronavirus
Epidemic had delayed our visit. We saw how the forestry and farming enterprises
worked and we also walked up the old Aberdeen to Tarland road and saw the ruin
of where the workmen who built the road would have lived.

Some of the Simmental/Luing cross
Cattle on show

Investigating the ruined cottage.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
On Wednesday 1st June we ‘dressed to
impress’ and held a picnic to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The picnic was
provided by Echt School Kitchen and included
delicious jubilee cupcakes. We finished the
afternoon with games of croquet and boules.
On Friday 3rd June we helped with the Jubilee
Afternoon tea in Midmar Hall. Donations
received at the Afternoon Tea and BBQ totalled £404.85.
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Bikeability, “Bike It” day and Josh Quigley Visit
Children in Primary 5 – 7 took part in Bikeability 2 training during May.
This training takes place on the road among traffic. Everyone made
good progress. Children in Primary 1 – 4 also had a “Bike It” day in May when they
brought their bikes or scooters to
school. Ms Miller made tracks for them
in the playground. Tracks included a
roundabout and crossroads. The icing
on the cake was a visit from cyclist Josh
Quigley, who is a world record breaking
athlete, cyclist and speaker.
He
currently holds the Guinness World
Record for the Greatest Distance
Cycled in One Week - 2,179 miles
cycled in 7 days, on an average of 311
miles or 500 km every day for a week.
This was achieved in September 2021
on a route on Deeside.

Swimming Lessons
All pupils enjoyed 4 weeks swimming lessons at Alford
Swimming Pool as part of their P.E. This is the first time we
have organised this initiative which was supported by
Parent Council paying transport costs. We found it very
worthwhile and aim to continue in the future.
Fun time at Haughton Park.
Following our last swimming session, we went to Haughton Park
for a picnic. Everyone enjoyed the time to relax and play on the
12

equipment. We also visited the Haughton Park shop where everyone
enjoyed spending some money on treats.
Stream Dipping
Rising 5s and Primary 1 – 4
children enjoyed stream dipping in
the comers burn. This was part of
their outdoor learning topic.
Luckily, no-one fell in!
First Aid Training
Children in Primary 5-7 learned first aid techniques including
how to put someone into the recovery position.
Sports Day 2022
We held our Sports Day on Wednesday 22nd June
with the sun shining. We were delighted to
welcome parents back to the event. Winners on the
day were Linton with Tillybirloch being runners up.

Donations to AberNecessities and Mary’s Meals.
Our chosen charities this session have been “AberNecesities”, which supports
families in Aberdeen and NE Scotland and “Mary’s Meals”, which provides
meals for children in schools in Africa. The profit from Primary 5 –
7’s enterprise and the money from the Jubilee celebrations was
shared equally between the two charities; as a result
each charity received £313.54, a great achievement.
Well done Midmar School and the wider community.

Goodbye and Good Luck Primary 7s
We said goodbye to our Primary 7 pupils
who all move on to Alford Academy in
August; Chloe Falconer, Ailsa Lyon,
Nicole McLeod, Lachlan Criggie, Sam
Dowell and Matteo Masserotti.
Article by Liz Shepherd, Headmistress
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Midmar Community Cafe
Our community cafe is normally open, 10-12am on the first Friday of
every month and is open to all. Come for a blether and enjoy
excellent beverages and home bakes that are served in return for a
donation, all proceeds go towards hall funds.
If anyone would like to get involved, help out
occasionally with home bakes or ask any questions
about how we are making sure we run the cafe
safely, please get in touch with Hazel (01330
833280) or Jackie (07505 936271) or eMail
info@midmarhall.com.

Midmar Hall for Hire
Whatever event are you planning, Exercise,
Lessons, Party, Show, Meeting, Wedding or any
other activity, Midmar Hall has a variety of spaces
for you to use, i.e. the main hall area, back stage
room, an upstairs meeting room and a well equipped kitchen.
Other reasons for choosing Midmar Hall are our lovely garden, WiFi, a spacious
car park for your guests, a projector and screen (in the main hall), a quality piano
(available to musicians on request), speakers, microphones and amplifier.
Hourly Hire
Space

1st Hr

Hrly

8 Hrs

Main Hall

£15

£12

£87

Upstairs
Room

£9

£7

£51

£7.5

£6

£43.5

Backstage
Room

Whole Facility for 24 hours—£250
Deposit : a discretionary deposit of £250
may be requested for some functions
.

To book please contact Mairi Black on

01330 833371 or via eMail “bookings@midmarhall.com”
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The Midmar Mens Shed

is open for business
on Tuesday evenings and Friday mornings. The Shed
Social will be also be continuing into the Autumn, so
come along for a blether.
Open Repair Shed will also continue once a month,
should you have anything that you might require a helping hand with.
We have recently refinished a picnic bench (stripped old paint, filled
holes and repainted), which generated some welcome funds and a
happy customer.
Some significant storage improvements within the Shed have been
implemented and one more piece of donated equipment (the band
saw) has been brought back to life.
There have also been some further donations of power tools, most of
which we have managed to resurrect, some not. Many thanks to all
who have made donations.
Shed Wednesday Socials: 7th Sept, 12th Oct, 9th Nov, 7th Dec
Repair Shed Days: 27th Aug, 25th Sept, 23rd Oct, 26th Nov

midarmensshed@gmail.com, or Tel. 07464 552550
Website: www.midmar.uk
MORE HELPERS FOR HALL GARDEN?
There is an enthusiastic group of volunteers who look
after the Hall garden. It is pleasing to note how
beautiful the garden has looked at recent Hall events.
Additional help however is always welcome.
We have a garden WhatsApp group which is very useful
for keeping in contact with plans/intent and shouts for
assistance e.g. someone to water the plants and containers or when Jim
cannot manage to cut the lawn etcetera.
If you can help and are happy to be included in the WhatsApp group
please contact Jackie Randell, telephone
(07505 936271) or eMail info@midmarhall.com.
It is all very informal but we do try to get
organised now and then with evening or
weekend gardening sessions that we also notify
using Nextdoor.
15
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Afternoon Concert in May at the Hall
On a sunny Sunday afternoon back in May, Midmar Hall was very pleased
to host an excellent concert by Aberdeen Strathspey and Reel Society
orchestra who had created
a programme including
something for everyone to
enjoy, an eclectic mixture
of both traditional and
modern music, primarily
with a Celtic influence.
The afternoon also included
several solo sets by
members of the orchestra including a smaller group who played a
haunting Ukrainian dance set that our musical director Ronnie Gibson had
arranged.
The first session opened with a set of Strathspeys and Reels composed in
the 18th century by North East loon, William Marshall, followed by well
kenned Pipe Marches then a Waltz and Slow Air composed by members
of the orchestra, to close before the interval, a rousing orchestration of
the celebrated hornpipe Para Handy by Ian Gourlay.
During the interval we all enjoyed the fabulous
home bakes laid on by Isabel Birse and her
team.
The orchestra has played at many
different venues and we all definitely agreed
that we would want to come back to Midmar
Hall, if invited, just to enjoy the refreshments
again.
The second session opened again with a set of
William Marshall tunes to be followed by
Polkas, Slow Airs and Jigs. To close we made
sure the audience joined in with a rousing sing-along selection and then
clap us out to a special arrangement of Dashing White Sergeant.
Everyone lucky enough to be there thoroughly enjoyed the crack.
Article by Rob Ferguson, feedback welcome, 07767 317486
17

Midmar Weekly, Monthly and N
Day

Activity

Monday

Circuit Training

Midmar Hall

Violin Lessons

Midmar Hall

Beauty at Eden

Hall Upstairs

Men’s Shed—Activity

Shed by Hall

Indoor Bowling

Midmar Hall

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Upholstery Class

The Little Byre

Beauty at Eden

Hall Upstairs

SWRI (2nd Wednesday
of the month)

Midmar Hall

Beauty at Eden

Hall Upstairs

Upholstery Classes

Midmar TOTS - Meet
Monthly
Last
Saturday of
the Month
10-11.30am

Friday

Venue

The Little Byre

Circuit Training

Midmar Hall

Men’s Shed—Social

Shed by Hall

Piano Lessons

Midmar Hall

Men’s Shed—Activity

Shed by Hall

RIVERWOODS Film
Friday 23rd Sept

Mid Week Social, 2nd Wednesday
of the month at the Men’s Shed.
5:30 pm — 7.30 pm. Often Nosh.
These sessions are open to all.

1pm and
8pm Entry
FREE
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Notable Events — At A Glance
Time

Further Information

5.30pm - 6.15pm
Beginners then Experts
and 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pamela Black 07833 900620
Ruth Hardie 07920 715438
Jane Aiken 07715 692444

7pm - 9pm

Nigel Bennett 07464 552550

7pm - 9pm
(re-starts 4th Oct)

Alan Blackie 01330 833482

7pm - 9pm

Kay Hourston 833515
Jane Aiken 07715 692444

7.30pm -9.30pm

Judith Stokoe 833719
Jane Aiken 07715 692444

10.30am-12.30pm &
12.30pm - 2.30pm

Kay Hourston 833515

6.45pm - 7.45pm

Pamela Black 07833 900620

5.30pm - 6.30pm

Nigel Bennett 07464 552550

3.30pm - 8pm
10am-1pm

Lucy Webster
Nigel Bennett 07464 552550

APPLE PRESSING - Sat
8th Oct
Bring your produce
to the Hall
Starts 10:00am
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Midmar Hall AGM will be
held during November.
ALL are welcome to attend.
Date & Time will be
publicised
soon.

Wildlife at the Fishery
We are all aware, living in Midmar, of all the wonderful wildlife around us.
This year spring started with a regular visit from six Roe Deer. Breakfast at Bogindhu,
not the acres of grass that we have, but ALL the tulip heads, then the Geranium
foliage got the chop, an entire spotted laurel shrub, new growth for the yew hedge.
This week it was the turn of the carrot tops and the red beet leaves, we grow our veg
in high raised beds so all they needed to do
was open their mouths, no bending down for
them or us!! We have put up deer scarers,
bars of soap (an idea off the internet), wired
our trees to protect the bark, and fenced
around precious plants. Very little seems to
deter them, but I do love to open the
curtains each morning and see the wildlife, I
wish they’d “just eat the grass”!
We enjoy seeing hares chasing around fortunately they just nibble! The badger is
scarce in the summer, but his run is still evident across the field to his favourite spot
in our garden. We hear the tawny owl in early spring and have erected a special nest
box in a Larch tree but as yet it is unused. I missed hearing the cuckoo this year but
we have welcomed back the swallows to nest in the bothy.
Come March each year we lookout for the Osprey. It is so special seeing him dive,
feet first into the water and rise with a fish, aerodynamically placed, as he shakes
the water from his feathers in midair before carrying it off in the direction of Loch of
Skene. We see otters regularly at sunrise and dusk leaving their five-toed footprints,
tracking through the reeds into the water. They appear timid but with our dog, on
the bank and the otter in the water, I have once seen them reach out to touch noses
checking each other out!
We have had a really special visitor this year - a Great White Egret! The RSPB
recorder told me it is unusual this far north; is that climate change? It stayed about
ten days with us, stalking the edges of the ponds. I was sorry to see it leave and
wondered where it went to next.
We are always so proud of our swans here at the fishery and have nesting pairs
every year. They come early to ‘bag’ the water and fight off all intruders who have
the same idea.
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One year, 10 cygnets were successfully raised
and it was a magnificent sight seeing them all
fly over the house, unfortunately no happy
ending this year. A fox took the Cob, or rather
just his head poor thing, just five days into
them sitting on the nest. We worried that the
Pen would be unable to sit and hatch eggs
alone, but she did! Four cygnets greeted us six
weeks later, and a very proud Mum! 10 days
after that an angler reported ‘fluff’ on the
bank and all, but one cygnet, had vanished!!
No evidence of the mother and we thought
maybe she had flown off in terror. We
collected the baby that night to keep him safe and was delighted, next morning, to
see two adult swans on the lake. I rushed to re-introduce the cygnet. They did
acknowledge each other, but that was it—they were’nt his Mum! Mum did return,
later in the day, but spent her time trying to defend her ‘patch’. As we drew our
curtains that night, mother and baby were together and the intruders had been
assigned a different pond! In the morning all had vanished without trace, flown off
or eaten by the fox? We shall never know. What a sad end?
In July we hosted Ph.D students from Aberdeen University, they have been
researching the Blue-tailed Damselfly here since 2014,
such fascinating insects. They are netted here, minutely
numbered on their wings and released at several
locations, miles distant from the fishery. At a later date,
they are indentified here again, having returned to their
point of hatch! Sat. Nav eh?
I think all wildlife out there must have a hard time
surviving and it is so hard not to take sides. Life in the
country is wonderful and it is a privilege to witness so
much of it, here in Midmar.
I wish they’d “JUST EAT THE GRASS”’!
Information and Pictures for this article by Lorrie Bilsborrow at Bogindhu.
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Midmar Hall
100 Club

£100

- Ruaraidh Simpson

£60 - Wayne Bilsborrow
£30

- Joe Wilson

£25 - Drew Riach
y
Midmar

FIVE
you into

£15
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Midmar S.W.R.I.
Midmar S.W.R.I. is poised to begin our new season
starting on Wednesday 14th of September,
commencing at 7.30pm. The topic for the first session
will be a talk by Charlie Hunter from the Aberdeen
Mountain Rescue Team.
This will be followed on the 12th of October by a talk from Rev. Sheila
Mitchell and then on November 9th Genevieve Jones will discuss “Keeping
Alpacas”. On December 14th it will be our Christmas Lunch with the venue
to be arranged.
The ladies meet regularly in the back room of Midmar Village Hall on the
second Wednesday of each month. Anyone is invited to come and try a
“Taster Session” at any time.
All sorts of interesting things are brought to
our meetings by the presenters, at our last
meeting for 2021/2022, in May, it was Susie
Smith giving a talk on bee keeping, helped by
Nigel Bennett, both appeared in full battle
regalia!
For further Information please contact our
Secretary Beverley Mackinlay (tel: 01330
833513) or President – Judith Stokoe (tel:
01330 833719).

Midmar Hall — Annual A.G.M.
The A.G.M. for Midmar Hall will be held during November. The Date &
Time will be publicised on notice boards and social media soon.
The Hall is our community’s primary public gathering
place and an important asset.
Anyone with an
interest in the future plans, usage and operation of
the hall is welcome to attend the A.G.M.
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Thanks to Beate
Allerton for
SUBMITTING this
recipe
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Cluny, Midmar and Monymusk Community Council
These highlights are reported from the meetings held on 1st June 2022.
AGM Election of Office Bearers : Chairman - Richard Fyffe, Deputy Chair Person
- Maureen Clark, Secretary – Richard Fyffe (temporary acting), Treasurer –
Judith Stokoe. Ian Forbes was welcomed as Community Councillor representing
the Cluny area, Hugh Falconer will continue as IT support.
AGM Reports : Richard Fyffe thanked everyone for their support over a
difficult period some meetings being conducted via Zoom. The Treasurer gave
an updated Financial Statement of Accounts. Meeting frequency was discussed
and it was decided to continue the six week Wednesday night meetings.
Police Report : Police Scotland confirmed there were no serious crimes in the
area however, they have advised that cycle theft is on the upturn and there
have been fuel thefts from commercial vehicles.
Sauchen Update : Urgent repairs are required at the recycling centre but
there is some dubiety as to who is responsible. Problems with road design
safety, emergency access and potential for flooding have still not been resolved
at the new Sauchen development.
Post Winter Storms : Local residents have experienced difficulties in receiving
compensation payments due for interrupted supplies particularly in Monymusk.
Platinum Jubilee Update : Monymusk had a very successful weekend of events
which were well attended in fine weather. In Midmar Richard Fyffe organised
an impressive beacon and the Midmar Hall Management Committee held a very
well attended afternoon tea which was followed by an evening Barbecue.
Cluny School : Vandalism by teenagers continues behind the building
suggesting that CCTV could be useful. The School bus has been taken out of
service without any valid explanation to the school or parents. The path from
Sauchen village is a big success although a reduced speed limit on the
accompanying main road is becoming a priority.
Midmar Local Development Plan Amended : The area agreed to be an amenity
area around the new houses to the village hall has now been designated for
more new housing. This is not what was wanted by local residents.
Dog Fouling : It was highlighted that dog walkers are failing to clean up dog
waste on public footpaths around Midmar. It was noted that it is illegal to
NOT remove dog waste immediately and can lead to an £80 fine which can
increase to £500. (Other animal waste should also be removed).
The next meeting will be at Cluny Church Hall on the 24th August 2022.
Community Council Contacts : Richard Fyffe 01330 833295, Judith Stokoe 01330
833719, Ruth Wardle 07818 290334 or Frank Murray 07552 37903
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Impressions of High Summer in Midmar
“What

good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to
give it sweetness.” - John Steinbeck
On such a day as today! Temperatures
don’t get much higher than this, in these
parts anyway.
As many residents may
acknowledge, it is unusual to get a day
when it is possible to leave doors and
windows open, with only the slightest
zephyr ruffling the curtains.
Dining ‘al
fresco’, may even be possible.
Behind us, meantime, are the long dark
days, the howling blizzards, and the infernal
cold. Best to enjoy the moment while it
lasts!

In the local wood peace reigns, at this
particular moment in time. The only
sounds are the subliminal backdrop of birdsong, and the humming of insects.
The occasional crack of a broken twig reveals the presence of other wildlife,
the resident red squirrel, or the elusive deer.
On this day, when nature tranquilises the soul, it is possible to forget,
temporarily, the ‘issues’ we face in the modern world- wars, political strife,
the deleterious effects of climate change, to name
a few.
The din of the omnipresent media, is, for once,
eclipsed by the immediacy of this environment,
we are privileged to enjoy, in this small corner of
the world.
Of course, even in the ‘enchanted’ woods, one
can’t avoid being reminded of earlier times. The
devastation of last winter’s storms, is a marker of
the evanescence of the moment; a visual
statement that nothing lasts forever; a testament
to impermanence.
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"Nothing is permanent, but change." - Heraclitus.

The local landscape is changing- due to land management policies, within the
estate. What was once meadow is now plantation, thankfully with access
pathways. Rows of saplings, the harbingers of later woodland, adorn the
landscape.
Within this new ‘scene’ butterflies are
omnipresent - having a ‘field day’, enjoying
the moment!

‘The butterfly counts, not months,
but moments,
and has time enough’.
Rabindrath Tagore.
Text and Pictures for this article
by Faith Mackenzie, Comers
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Circuit Training at the Hall
Every Monday and Thursday : 6.45pm – 7.45pm
For those unsure what Circuit Training is, we work for one
minute per exercise, rest for 30 seconds, then on to the
next exercise. We try to work our whole body through
the hour which also includes a 15 minute warm up and
cool down stretch. Please come along and join us for
some fun and fitness while listening to some great music.
Booking not required, just turn up with a full water bottle,
£5 and some enthusiasm; we will provide the rest!

Low Impact Fitness for Beginners
5.30pm – 6.15pm Every Monday

Not sure if Circuit Training is for you?
Come and try the Beginners Fitness class on a Monday.
This is a gentle, low impact class without any equipment
to scare you!

The classes are run by volunteers and costs £5 on a
pay as you go basis. For any further information
please WhatsApp or call Pamela on 07833 900620
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Midmar Path Maintenance – Summer Activities
Thanks to all volunteers, there have been several meet ups throughout the
summer to maintain some of our local paths.
Monthly meet ups have been happening to clear
overgrown grasses and any debris and shrubs on the
Glenwood to Tillybirloch track and also the footpath
that runs alongside Comers Burn. There has also
been a little bit of levelling by removing some of the
smaller boulders along these routes. It has been a
brilliant effort with many hours of work put in to
make these paths useable throughout the summer
months when often the overgrowth can get very long
and untamed. Clearing these paths keeps them open
and safer for people (and animals), reducing the risk
of tick and insect bites, reduced chances of getting
scrapes and stings from vegetation and it helps us see what we are travelling
over therefore less chance of slips, trips and falls. Thank you very much to
all those that have turned up and helped with the work!
There was also an incredible effort by a group of volunteers working at
Boghindu Woodland in mid-May to reopen the path along the main track
between the parking area and Hillhead. Hard grafting by all using shears,
saws along with some heavy-support from those with the hedge trimmers.
The aim was to clear the VERY thick Broome and Gorse at least one meter
back from the path. Prior to getting this work done, walkers needed to
crouch right down to get through these sections. Luckily, on the day, the
weather was great and the group achieved what they wanted to in the
morning so they could nip away for lunch!
A great effort across Midmar by all those who
have helped to keep paths open and in good
condition for users. If you are interested in
helping with future path maintenance work
and would like to be on our mailing list for up
-coming projects please send an email to
rebeccajbaptie@gmail.com.
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Midmar Hall Presents
RIVERSWOODS a documentary film
Friday 23rd September 2022
Two Screenings: 1pm and 8pm (55min dur)
It’s FREE, and includes an educational Quiz

The salmon need the forest.
The forest needs the salmon.
And Scotland needs them both.
Riverwoods is a spectacular and compelling visual journey that shines a
light on the perilous state of Scotland’s salmon and the degraded river
catchments we have come to accept as normal. The film shows how
Scotland’s life-rich rivers have been greatly diminished but crucially,
how they could be reborn through a shared vision of restoration and
recovery.
The feature-length documentary filmed and produced by rewilding
charity SCOTLAND: The Big Picture, tells the story of an inextricable
relationship between fish and forest.
https://www.scotlandbigpicture.com/riverwoods
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Are you a Landlord?
The Scottish Government’s Energy Efficiency Regulations for the Scottish PRS
(Private Rented Sector) that were due to come into force in April 2022 have
been further postponed due to COVID-19 constraints.
The original intent had been for properties to achieve an EPC (Energy Performance
Certificate) band D by April 2022. The Government now intends to land regulations
that require PRS properties to have an EPC Band C, at tenancy change in 2025 and
for all PRS properties to have an EPC Band C by 2028.
Want to know more, need some
impartial advice or an EPC renewal?
Please contact myself, your local DEA
(Domestic Energy Assessor:)
I am also available to carry out EPC
surveys in support of
Home Energy
Scotland, loan and
cashback applications.

For Christmas or New Year

● EARTHWORKS CONTRACTORS ●
● CRUSHING & SCREENING CONTRACTORS ●
● PLANT HIRERS ●
● DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS ●
● HAULAGE CONTRACTORS ●
● QUARRY & RECYCLED MATERIALS SUPPLIERS ●

01330 833686 or
01330 833461

Tel: 01330 830033
Fax: 01330 830044
Email: info@millerplant.com
Web: www.millerplant.com
North Lurg, Midmar, Inverurie,
Aberdeenshire, AB51 7NB

Fill this space in our next Newsletter Edition
Newsletter sponsorship prices are:
£25 for a business card size
£45 for a half A5 page (landscape)
£80 for a whole A5 page in colour (portrait)
Contact eMail : newsletter@midmarhall.com
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