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Dear fellow residents, 
 
Do you remember the Sony Walkman? I’d all but forgotten about it until I listened in to a radio 
programme last week in which it was held up as the single innovation that revolutionised our 
listening 
habits. Many of you will recall that the Walkman was a portable cassette player which allowed 
people to listen to music while they were on the move. 
 
I first encountered the Walkman in the summer of 1980. I was travelling on a tram in Vienna. 
The girl sitting opposite me removed a small box from her bag, opened it and inserted a 
cassette. She then 
attached a pair of awkward looking headphones and quickly lost herself in a musical reverie. I 
was mesmerised and decided that I had to get one asap. 
 
Within weeks I had my own personal Walkman and I spent hours recording tracks from vinyl 
LP’s to cassette. The Walkman of course was only the beginning. Within the span of forty 
years we have lost 
sight of the cassette entirely. The CD Discman player made sure of that. Once again, like 
many others, I went through my vinyl collection and began the process of ‘burning’ tracks so 
that I could listen to my favourite music while on the move. However it would appear that the 
cd is now on the way out. Ipods and mp3 players have taken over and the new technology 
has made it possible to access thousands of tracks at the press of a button. 
 
As I grew up in the 1960’s I was aware that my generation were fortunate. Technology had 
made it possible to watch living pictures in your living room via the television. The old wind - 
up record player 
used by my grandparents had been replaced by the radiogram, the record player and the 
portable radio. Now that was progress! Little did I think that it was but a fraction of what was to 
come. Real 
progress was on the horizon. Satellite television, the internet, and mobile phones would soon 
appear. A library of books on a kindle, a collection of music, built up over a number of years, 
on a device that 
can fit into the palm of a hand, the ability to access movies and favourite television 
programmes in an instant. How fortunate we are. Things that we now take for granted and 
can’t contemplate being 
without are at our fingertips.  
 
In recent months the hall has installed the necessary equipment to bring ‘Window on the 
World’ to Midmar. This will provide the opportunity to stream opera and ballet from stages 
across the world; to show important events such as the Wimbledon Final and the Last Night at 
the Proms on the big screen. All this has been made possible by the new technology. It’s 
beyond me at times but I hope you will agree it is worth embracing. Look out for details of 
coming events. 
Alistair McRobb, Hall Chairman 



 

 

FAR SEAGULLS DARE 
A Doric comedy by Derek Laing 

 
Fleeman are returning this year with Far Seagulls Dare. 
 
The story of Jean and Bob Raeburn and their son Ginger who live in a top 
floor tenement flat in Aberdeen.  It normally leaks like a sieve but it’s the 
rainless, hot summer of 1976 and the place is as dry as a bone.  
 
However, as the rent Officer is due to inspect for setting the rent, it might 
give the wrong impression of the worth of the flat.   
 
Ma Raeburn thinks they should “introduce” some damp and that “tinkering” 
with the slates would do the job.  So Bob and Ginger set about making some 
alterations to the roof.  Ginger finds himself on the roof, dangling 100 feet 
over the ground, just like Richard Burton and Clint Eastwood in “Where Eagles 
Dare”.   
 
However, it’s not the Germans who are the enemy here but the nesting 
seagulls.  Meanwhile, Jean’s brother Alex and his family turn up for an 
unexpected visit and can’t quite understand what’s going on and wonder 
where has Ginger got to? 
 
Derek Laing’s domestic comedy was the winner of the Charles Barron Prize for 
Doric Drama in 2013 and was first produced by Fleeman Productions in May 
2014. 
 
The 2019 production will be directed by Liz Loggie and will feature Fleeman 
regulars of Jill Innes, Brian McDonald and Yvonne Morton. 

 
26th June 2019 

Midmar Hall 
 

Tickets will be available from 
Frances Millward 07894 550445 &  
Amanda Liddiard 07980 736499/ 

01330833560 



 

 

The Midmar Story 
A big thank you is due to all of you who have willingly shared your stories of 
life in Midmar. 
I have my nose to the grindstone writing up all the blethers I’ve had with 
people – but it’s not too late for more contributions to come my way! 
As yet, it hasn’t got a title, but its sub title will be ‘Fact, Fiction and Fairytales’ 
which covers a multitude of sins! As well as finding lots of information from 
hundreds of years ago, seemingly from reputable sources, I am finding some 
of them contradict each other. So given that anything in print should come 
from the source of the information, it is taking a long time to check out 
everything. Very frustrating and testing my research skills.  
Eminent people, mad lairds, tunnels and plane crashes will all feature in the 
book and the usual triumphs and tragedies which are part of life in any 
community.  
The eminent historian W.Douglas Simpson wrote that the presence of man in 
Midmar can be traced continuously from very remote prehistoric times and 
the War Memorial is a tangible reminder of those from this parish who gave 
their lives in the last century – and that may seem like a very long time ago. 
Some of their relatives still maintain a 
connection with Midmar. 
But some of the stories in the book will go 
back almost three hundred years to the 
men and women associated with this parish 
who have had influence not only locally, but 
worldwide, and in some instances, their 
descendants have lived in the area for 
generations after. Your house may have 
some gory history to tell! 
You probably think your stories are of no 

importance but everyone I’ve talked to has 

had great stories to tell and I’m sure yours 

will too and help fill a gap in my knowledge 

and bring it all together. Thank you! 

Marion Miller 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you 

 

  

For removing the old & for replacing with new 

And to the National Lottery, Awards for All for their funding 

GD Slating and Tiling  

Tel: 07725 173056  

gd_st@outlook.com 

Northern Asbestos Services Ltd.  

Tel: 01343 552650 
www.northernasbestos.co.uk  

The Sound of Silence 
 
Calling all hall users - can you hear me? 
The fan heaters in the main hall have done many years work in attempting to 
bring some warmth into all of our meetings and occasions at the hall. As time 
has gone by their heating efficiency has become less noticeable but their 
noise, while on duty, more noticeable. 
As we hope to make increasing use of our new screen and sound system their 
presence is becoming more intrusive causing us to look at replacing them. 
We have applied for funding to upgrade the boiler, increase the number of con-
ventional radiators in the main hall and modernise the control panel and have 
been successful in getting through Round 1 of the application process. 
Round 2 asks us to show that our community support our project, please could 
I ask you to email, message, post or write your name on the board at the hall if 
you would like to show your support for this initiative. 
Thank you!! 
Email - info@midmarhall.com 
Message - 07707 751969 
Post - on Facebook or Next-door App 
Write - Midmar Hall, Midmar, Inverurie AB51 7NE 

mailto:info@midmarhall.com


 

 



 

 

Death at the Panto! 
 
What a fabulous evening of fun, food and laughter. The Midmar 

Players put on a great performance as murder and mystery ensued. 
Performing to a full house, the Players teased them with clues and 

red herrings throughout the evening. A delicious 
meal served by Harry  Fraser of Inverurie was 
enjoyed by all. The Players donated the proceeds of 

the night to Midmar Hall and the committee 
gratefully received on behalf of the community £605 
 

 



 

 

Midmar Men's Shed  

BBQ and Music Fundraiser 

A great night of music and food 

Tickets are £10 which includes your BBQ and a live band (rocky) 

Under 12's free 

 

Tickets in advance please. Contact Dave Smith 0777 251 989 

or email dsmith@c-tecnics.com 

 

Funds raised will go towards the development of the  

Midmar Men's Shed. 



 

 

Midmar School News 
 
New football strip 
Midmar football players have a new strip, 
kindly sponsored by CT Harvesting. They 
proudly wore it at the Midmar School Fun Day 
for the first time. Pictured is Gary Thomson, 
CT Harvesting, and some of the Midmar play-
ers.  
 
 

 
Fun Day Success 

This year’s Fun Day featured many extra activities as well as 
football and netball tournaments. In total 22 teams took part in 
the football tournaments with Towie winning the juniors and 
Cluny the seniors. 8 teams took part in the netball with Midmar 
teams winning both the senior and junior competitions. The side 
show activities included a pillow fight, mini diggers, coconut shy, 
a crazy golf track and a nerf gun wall. They were extremely 
popular with everyone.  
Katie Woodhead and her charity team also organised ‘guess the 
number of balloons in the car’ to raise money for Shelter box. 
They raised £114.45 on the day. Well done everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Touch Rugby 
A new Touch rugby club started in the middle of May. It is held on Monday nights from 
6.15pm and is open to children in our MCMEDS mini cluster. (Midmar, Cluny, Monymusk, 
Echt, Dunecht and Skene schools). Beth Smith, Active Schools and a number of parents 
have been instrumental in this club’s formation. It is hoped the club will grow and continue 
next session.  



 

 

Funds raised will go towards Seamus, Dougal and  Finlay’s 

Project Trust funding. 



 

 

Far Seagulls 
Dare 

A Doric 
comedy 

26th June  

Day Activity Venue Time Further Information 

Monday Book Club (Last Monday of the month) Various  8pm -10pm Alistair McRobb 833715 

Tuesday After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

 Men’s Shed Midmar Hall 8pm Dave Smith 

 Bowling (October through to March) Midmar Hall 7.15pm - 9.15pm Alan Blackie 833482 

Wednesday After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

 Circuits Midmar Hall 7.30pm - 8.30pm Duncan Sinclair 07872336309 

 SWRI (2nd Wednesday of the month) Midmar Hall 7.30pm -9.30pm Judith Stokoe 833719 

 Whist (4th Wednesday of the month) 
 

Millbank 
Bowling Club 
Hut 

7.30pm -10pm Isabel Birse 833209 
 

Thursday Mobile Library (fortnightly) Hall car park 9.45am - 10am  

 Upholstery Classes The Little 
Byre 

10.30am-12.30pm &  
1pm - 3pm 

Kay Hourston 833515 

 After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

Friday Community Cafe (1st Friday of the 
month) 

Midmar Hall 10am - 12pm  

 Piano Lessons Midmar Hall 3.30pm - 8pm Lucy Webster 

 Pub Night (1st Friday of the month) Midmar Hall 6pm - 11pm  

Midmar events at a glance 

Band & BBQ  

15th June 

6.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13th & 14th July 

2pm 

7pm 

12th July 
Echt  

Showground 

 

Tuesdays 
8pm 



 

 

Day Activity Venue Time Further Information 

Monday Book Club (Last Monday of the month) Various  8pm -10pm Alistair McRobb 833715 

Tuesday After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

 Men’s Shed Midmar Hall 8pm Dave Smith 

 Bowling (October through to March) Midmar Hall 7.15pm - 9.15pm Alan Blackie 833482 

Wednesday After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

 Circuits Midmar Hall 7.30pm - 8.30pm Duncan Sinclair 07872336309 

 SWRI (2nd Wednesday of the month) Midmar Hall 7.30pm -9.30pm Judith Stokoe 833719 

 Whist (4th Wednesday of the month) 
 

Millbank 
Bowling Club 
Hut 

7.30pm -10pm Isabel Birse 833209 
 

Thursday Mobile Library (fortnightly) Hall car park 9.45am - 10am  

 Upholstery Classes The Little 
Byre 

10.30am-12.30pm &  
1pm - 3pm 

Kay Hourston 833515 

 After School Club Midmar 
School 

3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07856732341 

Friday Community Cafe (1st Friday of the 
month) 

Midmar Hall 10am - 12pm  

 Piano Lessons Midmar Hall 3.30pm - 8pm Lucy Webster 

 Pub Night (1st Friday of the month) Midmar Hall 6pm - 11pm  

Midmar events at a glance 
You can find  more information on our 

website at  Midmarhall.com 

SWI Open Evening 

Barney Crockett, 

Provost of  

Aberdeen 

Talk on old cinemas of 

Aberdeen 

Tickets £5 

Refreshments & a 

raffle 

11th Sept 2019 

 

 
 

 
14th September 

GARDENER’S  
QUESTION TEA TIME 
Sunday 1 September 

2pm-5pm 



 

 

 Midmar in late spring 
‘Winter limped so long in the lap of spring, that it 

occasioned a great deal of talk’. Bill Nye 

We are past the vernal equinox.This has been a long 

winter, as are many at these latitudes, and , suddenly , 

after months of freezing temperatures, and 

monochrome landscapes , the arrival of spring, with 

warmer temperatures and lighter nights  surprises us, 

and arouses our senses. 

The early signs are subtle 

within the landscape. 

Viewed at a distance, the 

density of  birch  forest 

takes on a light green hue. 

Up close delicate new 

foliage is revealed. The 

rowan, apple,  larch, and 

gean, amongst other varieties of trees ( indigenous and otherwise) are also 

starting to reveal their new growth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The slim brown twig is transformed into a riot of blossom.  

 

Colour in the local environment, so 

long absent, enters our lives again. 

Most spectacular is the proliferation 

of gorse, with its luminescent hue. 

The landscape also is transformed 

by this spectrum of colours, as new 

flowers and blossom emerge from their wintry 

dormant state. 

In the words of Harriet Ann Jacob, 

”The beautiful Spring came, and when Nature 

resumes her loveliness, the human soul is apt to 

revive also’. 

Faith Mackenzie, April 2019  



 

 

Save the date……. 
 
 
 
 

GARDENER’S QUESTION TEA TIME 
Sunday 1 September 

2pm-5pm 
Midmar Hall 

Whether you have knowledge and experience or ignorance and 
enthusiasm please come and join us for an informal Gardener’s 
Question Time. 
Afternoon tea will be served and there will be an opportunity to 
put questions to some talented local gardeners. 
More details to follow but put the date in your diary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midmar After School Club 

After School Club Playworker   
required for our rural, committee run after school club. 

Hours:  3pm – 6.15pm, 3 sessions per week. 

Applicants should hold a suitable qualification at SVQ level 3 or equivalent, or be 

willing to work towards this.  Must be registered with the SSSC or be prepared 

to do so. 

This post is subject to successful PVG scheme registration and disclosure 

checks. 

For all enquiries, please e-mail mascbookings@gmail.com 

Closing date for applications 28th Sept 2018. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Cluny,Midmar and Monymusk Community Council 

 

There have been meetings in April and May and many concerns have been 

discussed. It would appear that Aberdeenshire Council have reached a 

further resolution regarding Mill of Lyne and hopefully this will improve 

the situation. There has been further contact with the landowner at Sauchen 

and it is hoped that this will progress the footpath from Sauchen to Cluny 

School. Concern has been raised both at Sauchen and Monymusk regarding 

the sewage treatment facilities which are not suitable for the number of 

houses involved. A site has now been earmarked for a hub/meeting place for 

Sauchen residents. The next Community Council meeting in June is to be 

the Annual A.G.M. and this is to be held in Midmar Public Hall 

commencing at 7.00pm. There are posters in the notice boards at Midmar 

Hall , Midmar School and Comers advising vacancies for Community 

Councillors at Midmar and Monymusk and outlining how to apply. 

For more information on these or any other queries or problems please 

contact Richard Fyffe tel 01330 833295 or Judith Stokoe tel 01330 833719.  

Midmar S.W.I. 

 

It is hard to believe that the end of the S.W.I.calendar has been reached but 

our new session commences in September 2019. Our delayed meeting in 

March was well worth waiting for. Agnes Bruce gave an interesting talk on 

mindfulness and told all members just how important it was to take care of 

their health and how best to achieve this. April was our annual business 

meeting and there was a change in office bearers. Judith is now to be 

President and Bev nobly took on the post of secretary. Prizes for the year 

were awarded and suggestions made for the next sessions syllabus. Our last 

meeting in May was very well attended , the guest speaker being local 

beautician Julia Tanase. All the members names were put into a bowl and 

the name drawn out was to be treated to a manicure. Judith was the lucky 

lady and came home with wonderful nails duly painted and with adorned 

with glitter. This looked very glamorous but unfortunately did not blend in 

with Judith'd macho cycling image. Midmar ladies participated in the group 

fund raiser at Garlogie which was a Bingo evening and also provided baking 

for Country Comes to Town held at Inverurie. The next event is to be a 

stand at Echt show in July. 

For further information please contact either Judith Stokoe tel: 01330 

833490 or Bev Mackinlay tel: 01330 833513.  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Inverurie Chartered Physiotherapy Clinic & Pilates Centre 

Unit C, Site 5, Midmill Business Park, Tumulus Way, Kintore, AB51 0TG 
Telephone: (01467) 633444 

 

Physiotherapy  

Podiatry, including routine foot care,  minor  

surgery, biomechanics, insoles/orthotics  

Pilates and Reformer Pilates  

Children’s Physio  

Over 60’s Exercise Classes 

Stable & Able Classes 

Parkinson’s Class 

Sports/Remedial Massage 

Neuro Physio 

Equestrian Physio 

Dietitian  
 

Also, Clinics & classes at Station 83 Gym Kemnay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

       www.physio-therapy.co.uk 

http://www.physio-therapy.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiLi9Tilb_bAhUIShQKHUViBRcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.facebook.com/station83gym/&psig=AOvVaw0egod95AmegzRfjOB0-1MO&ust=1528379046369361


 

 

Hall for hire 
 

Party time ......Show time........Tea time.........Meeting room 
 
Midmar Public Hall is available to hire.... 
 
Rates - £40 for half a day 
           - £75 for evening hire 
           - £500 for weekend hire  
 
User group rates - £10 per hour for regular user groups meeting a 
minimum of once a month. 
 
Deposit - a discretionary deposit of £250 is requested for some evening 
functions.  
 
Facilities - Aside from the main hall & 
loos there is an upstairs meeting 
room, back stage room and kitchen.  
We can offer a projector and screen 
in the main hall and the piano is 
available to musicians on request. 
 
 
 
 
 

Bookings - call Mairi Black on - 01330 833371 
                  or email her at - mairiblack@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:mairiblack@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Midmar Hall & Community 
We’re also have our website: 
http://www.midmarhall.com 

Our website is always up to date on events and 
what’s on.  

You can also download extra copies of the 
newsletter. 

Through the website you can contact us with any 
questions you might have about the hall, its use, 
hiring it etc. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 
  

● EARTHWORKS CONTRACTORS ● 
● CRUSHING & SCREENING CONTRACTORS ● 

 ● PLANT HIRERS ● 
 ● DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS ● 

● HAULAGE CONTRACTORS ● 
 ● QUARRY & RECYCLED MATERIALS SUPPLIERS ● 

  
Tel: 01330 830033 
Fax: 01330 830044 

 
  

Email: info@millerplant.com     
Web: www.millerplant.com 

North Lurg, Midmar, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, 
AB51 7NB 

Sponsor the newsletter 
If you would like to sponsor the newsletter 

prices are: 
£10 for a business card size 

£30 for a half page (landscape) 
£60 for a whole page in colour (portrait) 

The newsletter is non-profit making and is 
distributed to 230 homes throughout Midmar 

as well as being published on the Midmar Hall 
website, Midmarhall.com 

For any comments and queries regarding 
articles within the newsletter, please contact 

the writer as the Hall Committee does not take 
responsibility for content and accuracy of 

articles. Closing date for submissions to the 
Summer newsletter is August 15th 2019. This 

covers events Sept, Oct & Nov.  
Please email Amanda at 

midmar.newsletter @hotmail.co.uk .  
Thank you, Amanda 

How do you like yours?? 
If you’d prefer to receive a PDF copy of your newsletter please let me know. 

Email Amanda at midmar.newsletter@hotmail.co.uk with the email address you wish to 
provide and you can start receiving it electronically. 

It is also published on the Midmar hall website midmarhall.com and can be 
downloaded from there. 



 

 



 

 

 


