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Dear fellow residents,

Some years ago | made a journey to Aberdeen on Christmadtivas a dismal day
and to cheer myself up | turned on the radimterspersed between a sequence of
carols, a number of personalities recounted a Christmas they would never
forget. Most spoke of childhood and a few of a Christmas spent away from
home. One story, however, has remained firmly etched on my memory.

| can't remember who the individual was but he told of how he had been invited t
be guest of honour at the Nativity Play which was being presented at his former
primary school.Prior to the performance he was taken to a local hotel for afternoc
tea by the headmasterWhen they had finished, the two made their way along the
road to the school.The distance was short and it was a pleasant evening, so they
decided to walk.

As they approached the school a group of youngsters, dressed in flowing white r
and dressing gowns, emerged from the darkneBse headmaster stopped them in
their tracks, asked them where they were going and pointed out that the school v
in the opposite direction At this one of the youngsters shouted out, 'the nativity's
been cancelledThe Virgin Mary has nits'

Over the years | have heard a number of adults say words to the effect that they
wished, for just one year, that Christmas might be cancellethn sympathise with
those sentiments.Christmas and all that goes with ican be
exhausting.Decorating the house, buying gifts, writing cards, preparing the
Christmas mealThe list is endlessHowever, when the great day comes most
people would probably agree that their efforts were worth At least | hope they
do!

As each Christmas approaches the hall has an important role to play in commun
life. Whether it be parties, the school concert or a Christmas movie for the
youngsters.For a time the hall plays its part in the festivitidong may it continue!

Communities need the opportunity to come together, particularly when there is
something to celebrateWhether or not you find yourself attending an event at the
hall this Christmas, | send you all the best wishes of the season from the hall
committee.

" Alistair MeRobb
all Chairman *
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S \ Community Fibre Partnerships
B ' Q Delivering fibre to the hardest

to reach communities

Better Midmar Broadband i _now or probably never!
i now including 01330 833xxx and 830xxx numbers

There are two grants available fovery short time to improve rural broadband. | have

pushed Midmar near the front of the queue for these, but |evesghousehold or business
who is interested to complete a short survey at the link in blue below. Why? If we get enou
responses then BT Openreach wild/l enter i
solutions to improve our Broadband access, mostly funded by the grants. There is no
commitment until the solutions have been reviewed. Thank you to everyone who has alrea
completed the survey, but | suspect there are many more interested people out there! All
responses will be kept confidential.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ISGYJY7T

I f we donét get enough responses then th
people have already completed the survey (as BNtvember) and we are close to having
enough to succeethe closing date is midDecember 20160 there is little time left!

Anyone with a 01330 833xxx or 830xxx number can complete the suPveyiously |
didndét realise that 830xxx ifanyobeeelseswitlt oul d
another number wants to complete the survey | will pass the results onto BT.

Why
The Sauchen exchange which serves most of Midmar was upgraded to Fibre earlier this ye

but most Midmar residents are too far away or on unsuitable connections (Exchange only
lines) to receive faster broadband.

Fundingi 2 grants are available:
1) A match funded grant of up to £20,000 is available if a school is in the area to be
improved. Midmar School is included in the proposed area.

2) A350 per phone line if your broadband
already used the grant.

What

Various solutions are possible and all will be considered, including boosting cellular
connections, but the most |ikely scenari

Midmar School or Hall. This will enable anyone within a 2km radius to receive faster
broadband. The further away you are the slower the speed will be, but if within 2km you
should get at least 20Mb/s, 10 times faster or more than most of us have in Midmar. See
below for a likely speed/distance graph. The map below shows one of the possibilities, with
the green dot showing the exchange location and the blue dot the possible cabinet location
the School/Hall. The circles represent the approximate areas that could be iniptioeed

exact area could be bigger or smaller depending on cable routing.


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SGYJY7T
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Once completed BT Openreach will be responsible for any maintenance. Once installed yo
are free to use any Internet provider e.g. Sky, Virgin etc. not just BT.

How much will it cost?

The ASchool granto of up to A20k is depe
(match funding). The good news is that according to the results pledged so far, we are on t
to be able to receive the full amouhinore people answer the surveyThe £350 grant per

line for <2Mb/s does not require any contribution from the owner and qualifies towards the
amount we need to raise which helps. How much will installing a cabinet and rerouting the
cables cost? That is the point of running the survey to find out, but probably around £20
40,000 depending on the complexity of the project. Why so experisihé®is an investment
for the future and should last for many decades.

When

If successful, the project must be delivered in 2017 (probably mid/late 2017) to qualify for tt
grants.

Why doesnét the Government fund this?

Various commitments have been made to cover various percentages of the UK population
certain dates but Digital Scotland inform me that Midmar is in the final 5% and we are
unlikely to have our access improved inthe nett6 year s i f we donot
down to money!

You may have heard that our MP Stuart Robertson and a BT rep attended a meeting in the
Hall on 10" November along with about 50 residents when we discussed Broadband cover:
including this scheme.



I f you are interested but cannot afford t
complete the survey, but bear in mind that that the more people contribute the more likely we
are to succeed. If you are in the Millbank area then it would appear that an additional cabinet
could serve your area. Feel free to complete the survey and we can review with the
Engineers.

What about Satellite & Cellular options? Everything and anything is included in the review,
but it appears that the best solution at present is probably another fibre fed cabinet. There is
also the possibility of a cellular provid
the Hall if we have a good fibre connection which would provide 3G or 4G mobile service to
the Midmar area.

I f you canét complete the survey online
leave a message. Gareth Brown, Woodhead. Midmar AB51 7QB Phone: 01330 833417.
I have no connection with BT or any telecoms company but volunteered to Digital Scotland
about 2 years ago to champion better broadband provision in the Midmar area as | was
frustrated with the slow rate of progress. | will email updates on progress to everyone that
has completed the survey.

Finally please spread the word to anyone who might have missed this. Thanks!

Links
BT Community Fibre Partnerships http://www.communityfibre.bt.com/
Digital Scotland https://www.scotlandsuperfast.com/

How to find out what speed broadband | haveénttp://speedtest.btwholesale.com/

Any questions or need help?
Graph showing likely broadband speed versus distance from exchange or cabinet.
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Midmar School News

Garden Produce

Our garden produced bumper crops of fruit this year. We made blackcurrant juice
crumbles with the produce. For the first time ever we harvested blue berries and .
pear tea. Everyone enjoyed tasting the juice and jellyi Brinsdg thread to eat along
the jelly.

Rotary Shoebox Appeal
28 filled shoeboxes were presented to Alford Rote
These boxes will be sent to Romania to be donate
adults and children there.

Ongoing play park improvements

Over the summer the football pitch grass has bee
and the pitch airyated. A new play tower has beerfs
and will be installed shortly. =

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Pupil Council organised a Macmillan Coffee morning on Friday 30 September in t
were various activities, including a Bake Off, which was a decorated cup cake. T
the Bake Off werefP@ Danny MorrisonsH34 Max Stead,-P8: Kailey Maxwell, Adult:
Sharon Maxwell A total of £256.34 was raised.

Beetle Drive
Over 50 adults and children attended our Beetle Drive on Friday 30 September. T
were as followstdlace (130 points)essica Liddiardd@ace (112) poinisKaragh

Crosslandrdplace (109 pointgylillie McClellaBdooks. Winners of the decorated bee
were Jessica Liddiard, Finlay Sewell and Campbell Sewell. Fupmleagm)mxwell a
Richard Brooks came joint first with 117 nnints

Community Walk
We enjoyed a | ovelgs
house on Wednesd&yo8tober. Mrs Morrgg
treated us delicious cake and we all enjg
playing in the garden.

Forthcoming Events:
Friday 25 November 20E6mily Ceilidh, Midmar Hall, 7.00 9.00pm
Monday 12 December 2Z08éhool Concert, Midmar Hall, 6.30pm




Burns Supper 2017
Midmar Hall

Saturday 21st January
Doors Open 7pm




