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Dear Fellow Residents, 
 

Long ago and far away, at the beginning of my teaching career, I recall being given a gift 
from a pupil.  The reason why I can no longer remember, the name of the pupil is long 
forgotten but the gift itself remains firmly in the memory.  It was a plant pot containing a 
lump of black earth.  Nothing else.  It sat on my desk for quite some time until I removed it 
and placed it on top of the filing cabinet.  Out of sight, out of mind.  Then one day 
everything changed. 
 

It was a neglected gift.  That is, until the day I noticed something beginning to emerge 
from the pot of earth.  What caught my eye was the beginnings of a sunflower.  From that 
moment onwards it was nurtured, not neglected.  It was cared for; it was wanted and 
during the weeks that followed it grew and grew. 
 

Prior to that metamorphosis I hadn't given the pot and its contents a thought.  A pot of 
earth ï big deal!  That incident says something of human nature, I think.  Very often we 
are impatient for things to happen.  We want results now!  We have little time for the 
waiting game. 
 

Sometimes we need to have a longer perspective.  We need to remind ourselves that 
things take time to mature.  Many of the ideas and projects that we have, for our homes 
or community, evolve over time.  They need to be nurtured and we need to be patient.  As 
a Hall Committee we are well aware that our community daily reaps the benefits of the 
hard work and efforts that were made by residents in the past.  We are also conscious 
that we have a duty to continue that process by planting ideas and initiating projects that 
will be needed in the years to come. 
 

As we consider the points raised by those who participated in the recent survey we will do 
our utmost to ensure that they are included in our future planning.  By doing so we shall 
hopefully plant the seeds of community.  With patience these seeds will blossom and 
flourish in the years to come. 
 

Alistair McRobb 
 

Hall Chairman 



 

 

A big thank you to all the helpers who 

gave up their time to fetch, carry, weed, 

plant up and water the Hall garden this 

year. 
 

 



 

 

Cover Photograph Winner  

Congratulations to Nina Bidwell  for her front page photograph 

showing the fabulous progress made by volunteers at the hall with 

this yearôs planting. There are more photographs in the newsletter. 

Midmar Manor Murder Mystery  

 

Midmar Public Hall is to be the scene for an evening of fine dining 

laced with sleuthing, skullduggeryand ....murder!  

 

On Saturday 3 rd  October at 7pm, the clock will turn back almost 100 

years when the Midmar Players in association with Lazy Bee scripts 

will join attendees at a house party given by Sir Hector McTavish of 

Midmar in 1926. Throughout the evening, guests will have the 

opportunity to mingle with the ócastô and question them about their 

connection with the events that will unfold.  

 

A delicious three -course meal with coffee will be prepared and served 

by caterers Harry Fraser of Inverurie. Diners will get to know more 

about the characters in role during arrival drinks and in scenes 

presented between courses. Each table of eight guests will be able to 

question the ósuspectsô and deduce who the murderer is. Of course 

there will be a prize for the best deduction!  

 

Co-ordinators John and Sarah Kearns are giving nothing away about 

the script, but opportunities for improvisation will be many allowing 

the cast to do what they do best ï there is sure to be much laughter!  

 

Tickets are £35 each and include a drink on arrival, meal, coffee and a 

full eveningôs entertainment. Guests will be seated in tables of 8 and 

are welcome to bring their own drinks for the meal. 1926 evening 

dress is purely optional, but may add to the atmosphere if guests 

wish.  

 

Tickets are available from Angela Wilson on 833910 or 

ae.wilson@btinternet.com and are sure to sell quickly for an event 

that promises to be different, delicious, and deadly!  



 

 

Where Have All Our Paths Gone - Part 3 

In this issue there is new news on several fronts, it is great to see so many people taking 
an interest and turning out to help with the activities that have been arranged since the 

last newsletter was circulated.  You know who you are, thank you! 

Also our Community Councilôs application for funding support from Aberdeenshire 
Council, to improve or preserve access throughout the Midmar area, has been 
successful.  It is of course still necessary for volunteers to do the practical work; the 

money will be used to defray the practical costs that will arise.  

First to benefit has been Comers Bridge which is important to so 
many people.  For any of you who have been that way recently you 
will have noticed that a large proportion of the treads have been 

replaced and that the central support has been strengthened. 

Late in July, good things happened too, along the historic right of 
way route from Midmar Kirk to Balblair, as you can see from this 
picture, the rubble that had appeared there has been pushed aside.   
Our appreciation goes to whoever caused that to happen. It will not 
be difficult for those of us who use the route regularly to flatten out 

the remaining earthy lump with spade and pick axe. 

The path between the school car park and the back of Tillybirloch has been tidied up 
and as many rocks as possible removed making it possible for users to avoid detouring 
through the farmerôs field.   Please be respectful of the residents who live at the 
Tillybirloch end of the track, pick up dog and horse mess and remove it when it happens.   
We found more than one bag hanging from tree branches when we were working there 
which is not acceptable, to help alleviate the problem of disposal we will be asking the 

council to install an extra bin at one end of this route. 

In the last issue we were reported that the locked gate at Mains of Shiels, had been 
unlocked allowing riders, cyclists and farm vehicles to pass through the gate without 
hassle.  Unfortunately the lock has been reinstated so we shall be taking this up with the 
councilôs part time access officer again.  Nothing except direct action seems to have had 

any success in the years since this problem was first reported to the council 

At Bogindhu, we have made a good start on creating a circular walking route for 
everyone to use around the southern area of the 
woodland, there is still a difficult 100 yard section to 
complete (blue dash on map) which we plan will be 
ready after the foresters have finished felling in 
September.  The route is marked by canes with yellow 
tags on them, it is quite rough in places but it will 
improve with use.  Give your dog a change next 

weekend and give it a try!  

Article by Rob Ferguson & Jackie Randell: if you have comments/feedback on the 

content, contact details are Tel 01330 830135 or eMail ianhumberstone@mac.com. 



 

 



 

 


