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Dear fellow residents, 
Silence is golden.  That's what they say.  Certainly it can provide a welcome escape from the 
noise and clamour of our daily living.  Silence creates space; it gives us time to think and 
reflect.  Silence, for many, is part and parcel of country living and provides a welcome respite from 
the demands of the working day.  Silence has its attractions. 
Jed Porter was a farmer in upstate New York.  Late at night, on the 29th March 1848, he went out 
for his constitutional along the banks of the river that bordered his land.  As he walked he had a 
sense of unease.  At first he couldn't understand why but as he continued on his way he realised 
what the problem was.  There was no noise.  He was surrounded by silence and that began to 
worry him.  What was missing was the great roar of the Niagara Falls which was situated not far 
from where he stood. 
An extraordinary series of circumstances had caused the Falls to cease their flow.  The ice on 
Lake Eyrie had broken up and hundreds of thousands of tons of ice had dammed the entrance at 
the mouth of the river Niagara, the river that bordered Jed Porter's land.  This was the cause of 
the silence and the farmer's unease.  When he was interviewed later he spoke of his experience 
and of the moment when time stood still. 
Silence proved golden in Midmar recently at the Silent Auction when some £1100 was raised for 
new curtains for the hall.  We are indebted to those who organised and supported the 
event.  Unfortunately I was on holiday and unable to be there.  No doubt there was little in the way 
of silence on the afternoon in question.  If past experience is anything to go by there had been 
plenty of activity and noise in evidence at the hall.  Apparently it was a similar situation at the Falls 
when they were silenced.   Crowds of people gathered to witness the unique event and many 
ventured on to the river bed where they retrieved artefacts such as tomahawks, bayonets and 
muskets from the 1812 war.   There was a silence but there was also activity and the noise of 
people making the most of  a unique moment in time.  Silence has its rewards. 
Alistair McRobb 
Hall Committee Chairman  



 

 

Cover Winner 
Congratulations goes to Jenny Begg for her cover 
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