
 

 

Midmar Newsletter 

Dear Fellow Residents, 
 

Celebrations!  We have had quite a year of them, what with the Diamond Jubilee, the 

Olympics and the Paralympics.  In each case communities throughout the land joined 

with countless millions across the world to celebrate achievements that will linger long 

in the memory.  2012 will certainly be a year to remember. 
 

Celebration plays an important role in our lives.  Not a year passes without important 

milestones being marked by families, groups of friends and local communities.  

Moments such as births and birthdays, anniversaries and graduations, promotion and 

retirement cause us all to gather and give thanks.  As I write this letter preparations are 

under way for a very special concert at the Hall which will feature the recently acquired 

concert piano.  Hopefully many of you will have been there to acknowledge the fund 

raising efforts of Jonathan Wilson and Hazel Ibbetson. 
 

Later this month the AGM of the Hall Committee will take place.  At that meeting Alan 

Blackie, Bert Wilson and Phyllis Baird will stand down.  We owe much as a committee 

and indeed as a community to the work they have undertaken during their years of 

service.  Their efforts have helped ensure that the Hall remains an important asset to the 

people of Midmar.  So we celebrate the part that they have played over the years. 
 

The AGM also provides an opportunity to take stock of what we have done these last 

twelve months and to plan for the future.  Already we have a number of events in the 

diary for the New Year.  However, we are always open to new ideas that might help us 

raise much needed funds. I would therefore extend an open and warm invitation to any 

of you who may be interested in joining the Hall Committee.  Whoever you are, 

whatever your interests or talents you can play an important role in the life of the Village 

Hall.  Be assured – your community needs you! 
 

I began with celebration and am only too aware that the Festive Season beckons.  May 

you and yours have a Merry Christmas and a Happy NewYear. 

 

Alistair McRobb 

 

Chairman Midmar Hall Committee     

Published by the Midmar Hall Committee                                                
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A tribute to Ed Beange 
4th November 1927 to 7th November 2012 

 
On 7th November 2012 Ed Beange, a well known face around Midmar, died peacefully 

aged 85. He will be sadly missed not just in Midmar but in the area about us. There are 

many memories of Ed held within the community. Perhaps for you it was the memory of 

your first cigarette or the fate of an Englishman who came calling on one of his 

daughters. Maybe it was his distinctive fashion style or the similarity to Santa pointed 

out one Christmas  by a wee boy in the school. Whatever you pick somewhere in it will 

be Ed laughing and joking while others look on; some understanding others bemused. 

Ed was born on 4th November 1927, one of a family of 12. He moved around so much 

when young that in later years he would enjoy reminding us that he attended 7 different 

schools in his 14 years of schooling.  He worked on farms and later on in the quarry and 

for nearly 40 years lived at Skybrae. 
 

 Ed was a hard worker, but his life was not all work. Janet says she met him at Midmar 

hall one night but he didn’t make a great initial impression. On the other hand maybe he 

did for on meeting him she swiftly got in the car and drove off to the dance at Garlogie 

hall. 
 

Ed’s family remember countless times where one word from Ed was enough to bring 

them all back onside, even though his bark was often worse than his bite. Ed though 

was just who he was, no airs and graces, but practical solutions. In the days before 

mobile phones, Ed had no choice but to enter the room to find his daughter to take her 

home after a night out. That was acceptable, but picture a fashionable young girl 

watching as her father arrived to collect her in dungarees, wellies and his usual flat cap.  

 

So Ed as we bid you good bye, we will hold onto the memories and love that you have 

left behind. Somewhere in those few memories of Ed shared are what he was and what 

he means to us all here in Midmar. Ed we remember that you simply loved to laugh and 

that was true right up to the end. Ed celebrated his 85th birthday in Aboyne hospital on 

the weekend before he died. Maybe the picture to carry with us is of Ed sitting up in bed 

enjoying opening his birthday cards and explaining to all around him that he was tipping 

his cards upside down and shaking them to watch all the money fall out. 

Arthur McLean 
 

As we go to print it is with sadness that we hear the news of Arthur McLean who died 
recently. I’m sure the community join us in offering our condolences and support to his 
family at this time. 



 

 

 

Having well exceeded our original fund-raising 
target we are pleased announce the purchase 
and recent delivery of the Bechstein Studio 

122 upright piano shown in the photograph. 

Despite being second hand, an independent 
expert tells us that it is virtually unused and 
still "needs playing in".  This is encouraging, 
especially since we were able to buy this for 
less than 40% of the price of a new one.  This 
is a piano which far exceeds what we 
originally thought was possible. 

On the subject of "playing it in", a launch 
concert was held on the 17th November in the 
hall partly as a thank-you to those individuals 
and organisations who made donations to the 
fund.   
Despite the late publicity, and having to 
compete with the Proclaimers at the AECC, 
there was a good turnout for an informal 
evening of piano music from local pianists 
Hazel Ibbetson, Ainur Poulsen and Jonathan 
Wilson which was enjoyed by all. 

The piano has already been used with the 
Midmar Melisma practises and will be used for 
the Midmar Players forthcoming production, 
the Midmar Hall Burns Supper and for the 
school Christmas performance. 

We are also hoping to present a varied 
program of musical events in 2013 including 
traditional, jazz and classical with professional 
performers to compliment existing events at 
the hall. 

Many thanks to the generous donations from 
individuals and organisations listed here and 
others in the community who have supported 
this initiative.  

 Awards for All Scotland (Lottery 

Funded) 

 Garioch Charities Shop, Inverurie 

 The Verden Sykes Trust 

 The David and June Gordon Memorial 

Trust 

 C. M. P. E. (Aberdeen Branch) through 

nomination from Miller Plant Ltd 

 Howard Roper and friends 

 Louise Hunter 

 Hazel Ibbetson and friends 

 Phyllis & Alan Baird 

 Sarah & John Kearns 

 Liz and David Cook 

 Midmar Book Club  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Newsletter Cover Winner 
Thank you and well done to Isabel Birse for her entry to the newsletter cover photograph. 
I’m sure you will agree it is a beautiful Midmar winters day. Congratulations Isabel. 
 



 

 

After school club 
M.A.S.C. or Midmar After School Club has been running successfully since 

August this year. The club was set up by a group of local parents in re-

sponse to local need and is firmly rooted in the community.  It caters for 

pupils of primary school age and runs in Midmar School hall.                      

It is run on a daily basis by Liz Cook & Barbara Harrison.  Liz has over 30 

years experience in the teaching profession, ages 3-12.  Barbara is known to 

all as Midmar Rising Fives Playleader and has also had recent experience as 

a Support for Learning Auxiliary at Midmar School.   

M.A.S.C. operates on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from close of school 

at 3.15 until 6.00 p.m.  A place can be booked until 5.00 or until 

6.00p.m.  Payment includes a healthy snack and all regular activities.   
 

Current charges are: 3.15-5.00 - £6      

                               : 3.15-6.00 - £8.50 

Our contact no. is: 07503670454   

Panto Time! 
 

The Midmar Players are hard at work on their next production. ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
will be coming to Midmar in March 2013. 
Once again we have a cast of almost 30 people with an age range of 7 – 70! Rehearsals 
began in October and will continue twice per week until show time! Not only do we have 
a great script, but also some wonderfully written musical numbers to keep your toes 
tapping. There is music ranging from Gilbert & Sullivan to Steps! Everyone can come 
and sing along. 
 

The show dates for next year 
are as follows: 
Thursday 7th March at 7.30pm 
Friday 8th March at 7.30pm 
Saturday 9th March at 2.30pm 
Sunday 10th March at 4pm 
 

When was the last time you saw 

‘Alice in Wonderland’? Do you 

remember such characters as the 

Cheshire Cat, March Hare, Mad 

Hatter and, of course, the White Rabbit? Well we have introduced a really 

grumpy cook, who deserves some serious booing, together with the infamous 

Red Queen, who’s favourite line is “off with their heads”. Do come and enjoy 

this wonderful pantomime. Tickets will be available in the New Year. See you 

there!! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Midmar School News 

Ugandan Links 
We continue to strengthen our 
links with King David School in 
Uganda. We have been raising 
money to help with their mini bus 
appeal. They are trying to raise 
money to buy a minibus so all 
their pupils can go on trips. At 
present only those who can 
afford to pay can go on trips. In 
June we sent £143 and this 
session we have raised a further 
£150 at the Community Café and 
Under 5s sale.  

 

Children in Need 
Children dressed as they pleased to come to school for 
Children in Need Day.  Pupil Council organised an afternoon 
of activities which included ‘Pudsey Bingo’, guess Pudsey’s 
birthday and making Pudsey with coins.  

   

   
 

 Forthcoming Events: 
Friday 30th November: Family Ceilidh, 6.30pm, Midmar Hall 
Monday 10th December: Christmas Concert, 6.30pm Midmar Hall 

Saturday 26th January 2013: Coffee Morning, Midmar School, 10.00am - 12.00noon 

Rotary Shoebox Appeal 
This year Midmar School 

families filled 25 shoe boxes. 

 

Pictured are our Rotakids Office 

Bearers with the boxes 

Third Green Flag 
We are delighted to achieve our third Green Eco Schools 
Flag Award. A green flag is the gold award for Eco Schools. 
Our two focus topics were Food and the Environment and 
School Grounds. 

Pictured are a delighted Eco Group 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

2012 – The Worst Growing Year in Living Memory? 
 

Well, that’s a downbeat title, if ever I wrote one! But gardeners and veg growers HAVE to be optimists, 
so at the same time that we write off yet another crop, we look forward to 2013 in the hope and 
anticipation that the growing conditions will be an order of magnitude better than those we’ve suffered 
this year! 

 

For years we’ve been planning to install a weather monitoring station on the farm, so we can keep track 
of weather conditions as well as crop yields, to help us understand which varieties thrive (or indeed 
survive!) in different growing seasons. We still haven’t done it, but we do have our first year of data from 
our domestic solar panel installation, and it tells a sorry story!  Plants need a few basic conditions to be 
met in order to grow well, and one of those was in very short supply at the crucial time this summer – 
sunlight.  It was actually a little warmer in July this year than last, but it was so dark, and the soil so 
waterlogged from the incessant rain, that plants were simply unable to grow well.  

 

The data on the right show the extent of the 
problem: the average solar electricity generated per 
day on our South-facing roof from Dec 2011 to Nov 
2012 (purple bars) vs the adjusted average 
electricity generated from a SW-facing roof 
somewhere in Aberdeenshire over the previous four 
years (golden bars).  Since the solar arrays are from 
different manufacturers, and different aspects, we 
wouldn’t expect them to be identical, but the key 
take-home messages are that March and 
September were particularly sunny in 2012 
compared with the previous four years, and that 
April, June, July and August – four of the key 
months for growing vegetables – were particularly 
poor, with approx one third less sun than in recent 
years.  The previous four years were not particularly 
good growing seasons either, but 2012 really was abysmal!!   
 

We grow strawberries in our garden, and this is the first year in all our years of growing that we didn’t get 
a crop at all, with not a single plum or apple from our orchard, and only 20% of our usual potato crop. 
Bizarrely, some of our apple trees shed all their leaves during the summer, and we feared they were 
going to die. I could go on ... but fortunately, it wasn’t all bad news. The apple trees re-grew their leaves. 
By late July, three weeks after cropping usually starts, I wondered whether we would ever get a ripe 

tomato, but sunny September saved the day, and the tomatoes and 
pepper plants rallied and eventually produced a reasonable crop. The 
salad plants in the Keder house grew more slowly than usual, but they 
were safely out of the weather, and eventually produced delicious 
leaves and beans. 
 

On the left are some of the baby salads grown in our greenhouse, 
which are currently being transplanted into the Keder house to 
overwinter. We’re hoping for minimal snow, mostly mild winter weather, 
and that Santa brings a perfect growing season in 2013 for us all to 
enjoy! 
  

Come and join us on our new Facebook page (facebook.com/vitalveg), 
and share your gardening stories, photos and questions with us! 
Seasons Greetings to you all!  

 

Anne Taylor, Vital Veg, North Tillydaff, Midmar, anne@vitalveg.co.uk   



 

 



 

 

Day Activity Location Time Further Information 

Monday Badminton  Village Hall 9am -11am Amanda Liddiard 833543  

 Rising 5’s (for our pre-school children) Midmar School 10am -12pm Barbara Harrison 860421 

 Book Club (Last Monday of the month) Various  8pm -10pm Alistair McRobb 833715 

Tuesday Playgroup Village Hall 9.30am -11.30am Pamela Black 833682 

 Toddlers Village Hall 9.30am -11.30am Louise Hunter 830061 

 Musicmakers (under5's music Class)  Village Hall 11.30am - 12pm Louise Hunter 830061 

 After School Club Midmar School 3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07503 670 454 

 Upholstery Classes The Little Byre 7pm - 9pm Kay Savoury 833515 

 Bowling (October through to March) Village Hall 7.15pm - 9.15pm Alan Blackie 833482 

Wednesday After School Club Midmar School 3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07503 670 454 

 Brownies Village Hall 6pm -7.30pm Colleen Moir 833680 

 Yoga Flow: All Levels Village Hall 8pm - 9.30pm Jess Winstanley 833539 
Email: info@thelifestyleretreat.com 

 SWRI (2nd Wednesday of the month) Village Hall 7.30pm -9.30pm Judith Stokoe 833719 

 Gardening Club (1st Wed of the month) Village Hall 7.30pm Phyllis Baird 833586 

 Whist (4th Wednesday of the month) Midmar Hall & 
Millbank Bowling 
Club Hut 

7.30pm -10pm Isabel Birse 833209 

 Playgroup Village Hall 9.30am -11.30am Pamela Black 833682 

Thursday Mobile Library (fortnightly) Hall car park 9.45am - 0am  

 Upholstery Classes The Little Byre 10.30am-12.30pm &  
1pm - 3pm 

Kay Savoury 833515 

 After School Club Midmar School 3.15pm - 6pm MASC - 07503 670 454 

 Midmar Melisma  Village Hall 7pm - 8pm  Louise Hunter 830061 

Friday Community Cafe (1st Friday of the month) Village Hall 10am - 12pm Next dates 7th Dec, 4th Jan, 1st Feb 

 Yoga Flow: All Levels 
Phone before hand to reserve a place. 

Mill of Lynne 
Steading 

9.30am - 10.40am Jess Winstanley 833539 
Email: info@thelifestyleretreat.com 

Midmar events at a glance 

14th December  

7:30pm- 10:30pm 

Midmar Hall 
Salsa Night 

15th Feb  
7pm 
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Midmar events at a glance 

8th Feb 2013 

23rd Jan 2013 

7:30pm 

19th January 2013 

7:30pm 



 

 

The Cottage Bar – The Midmar Inn (3) 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted us in the last six months with messages of support and 
offers to assist where you can.  We continue to be encouraged by this positive attitude and are 
pleased to report that we are still working towards the goal of putting the Midmar Inn back in 

business, as a community enterprise that will benefit everyone. 

There have of course also been words of caution and doubt from various quarters, and again 
these views are also welcome because it is important that the Friends of Midmar Inn Community 
Company (FoMICC) “stays grounded”, we must keep the project within a viable budget and deliver 

something that will benefit everyone in the future. 

In our previous articles we described some of the history of the Inn going back 300 years; where 
we are with the procurement process and now, in this article we look to the future and outline 

some of our primary strategy should we be able to procure the business and property. 

Externally there is a spacious parking area on the road side, this in itself is a tremendous asset 
because planning regulations require a specific ratio of parking to visitor capacity for a public 
building, we can easily tidy this up to make the Midmar Inn an enticing place to stop.   Behind the 
building there is a garden area that will provide a beautiful, light, location for seating and a safe 

place for a children’s play area in a family garden. 

Internally the property is currently a mix of accommodation and public areas, the spirit of this we 
want to retain but given the probable state of dilapidation we expect it will need to be completely 

stripped out and re-modelled. 

On entry there will be a welcoming bar area featuring, a 
micro brewery, an open fire and comfortable seating.  
The restaurant can be entered either via a new entrance 
on the south side of the building or directly from the bar.  
The restaurant will be an airy, open, atrium space with a 
terrace that will have views looking west and south 

across the fields, to Midmar Forest and the Hill of Fare. 

Other facilities that we are planning include a small 
meeting room, self service shop, a games area and 

accommodation for the professional manager who we shall recruit to run the business. 

To be successful we will insist that the manager focus on delivering customer service first, 
something different in the restaurant at sensible prices that will attract a regular footfall, an 
interesting selection of beers.  We want the Midmar Inn to be somewhere for people to drop in, 

meet with friends and host community social events at least twice a month. 

We also want to work with local land owners to open up paths to the forest and create a circular 
walk from the pub around the historic sites in Midmar local to the pub, to that end we will offer 

parking and general refreshments all day long for people to come and go as they please. 

This article has been submitted by Rob Ferguson on behalf of FoMICC: previous 

articles and other information can be found on our website 

www.savethemidmarinn.co.uk.    

If you wish to comment or provide feedback on the content of this article 

then my direct contact details are 01330-830038 or eMail 

rob.ferguson@aiexps.co.uk  

http://www.savethemidmarinn.co.uk/
mailto:rob.ferguson@aiexps.co.uk


 

 



 

 

Midmar S.W.R.I. 
 

 The Christmas Meal is the next item on the syllabus and this is to be held 

at the Garlogie Inn at 1.00pm on Wednesday the 5th of December. 
 

On January 9th 2013 ,our Treasurer, Isabel Birse, is to give a talk on her 
trip to Brazil for her son's wedding. 
February 13th 2013 is the ever popular ' Taste and Try.' At this meeting ,members bring 
along a favourite dish for everyone to sample. 
 

Anyone is welcome to join our meetings. Why not come along and see what the W.I.get 

up to! 

Midmar, Monymusk and  

Cluny Community Council 
The next meeting of the Community Council is on Thursday the 6th of December at 

Midmar Village Hall commencing at 7.00pm. 
 

The dates for next year's meeting will be decided then and displayed on the Notice Board 
at Midmar Hall. 
 

Anyone with local concerns or problems are invited to attend the meetings  



 

 

Midmar Gardening Group 
Well, the hour has gone back, the frost has arrived;   perhaps not the 
best time for gardening.  Maybe weeding is not our first priority right 
now, although Margaret Chapman has been busy doing just that at 
the Hall Garden so that it is prepared for the new flowers next year. 
  
These wonderful brochures arrive in our post boxes, proudly 
displaying all the magnificent shrubs, flowers and bulbs, many of 
which we really cannot grow up here in the rather cold north 
east.   Still, perhaps summer 2013 is going to be magnificent - 
brilliant sunshine during the day, a fall of rain around 2 mm and 
plenty of time for reading and drinking in our varied havens. Dream on............ 
  
The gardening group has had a good year with interesting talks, outings and we now 
look forward to our annual Christmas dinner - this year at Maryculter House Hotel, at 
the beginning of December.    We have a new chairperson - Beverley Mackinlay, a very 
keen gardener and winner of prizes at the Echt Horticultural Show.  Our retiring 
chairperson, Judith Stokoe received a warm thank you for the work she has done over 
the past three years. 
  
Plans are well ahead for next year, and as soon as the syllabus is ready, it will be 
posted in the notice boards.   Hopefully it will attract some new members who might like 
to join us.   A warm welcome awaits. 
Meantime from our members a very Merry Christmas to you all and a happy and 
healthy 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

For girls age 4 to 7  
 

Rainbow Leader Vacancy 

If you are interested in becoming a 
Rainbows leader there is a vacancy 
available from December.  
 

Rainbows is 6pm -7pm every Monday 
during term time at Echt school. 
 

Please contact 
Katrina Beange for 
further details Tel: 
07919 658131 
 

SOS from Midmar 
Players costume dept. 

 
Have you somewhere in the house any 
of the following you can lend us for the 
next performance? 

 
A studded dog collar 
A plain white apron 
or  white sheeting for us 
to make aprons. 
Long black evening 
gloves. 
Short white gloves. 

 
If so contact Ruth on 01330 833715 



 

 

Walk up an Appetite (7) 

From the start point this route crosses over the hill top behind Hillhead, then passes by 

the Trout Farm and returns via Bethlin Burn.  There are fences and walls to cross so take 

a stick to help your balance and waterproof footwear is definitely required because some 

of the tracks, especially by Bethlin Burn are very muddy.  If the sun is not out a compass 

may also be useful for guidance when in the trees!    

The distance is about 3.0 miles so most people will complete this within 2 hours unless 

you want to stop and stare at the views from Hillhead or linger to watch the wildlife at 

the Trout Farm. 

The walk starts from the road just north of North Tillydaff track entrance which is the 

easiest place to park for people who have a vehicle.  If you are already on foot or 

arriving by bike you could also start the walk at 9 (see map) by the Bethlin Junction.   

Park either on the east side of the road, tight against the wall, or you can safely pull on to 

the verge opposite if you prefer.   

1) The route starts on an unsigned track that is not marked on my copy of the OS 1:50000 scale 
map, it is however on the OS 1:25000 scale map.  To locate then entrance find the Hillhead 
track and then go North from this about 150 yds where there is another substantial but 

unmade track leading West through the trees then up the hill with fields on each side. 

2) The track ends with several field gates where you should cross the older (2nd) one on your left 

into the field North of Hillhead steading. 

3) Cross the field to the midpoint of the wall on West side by one of the trees, this is probably 
the simplest place to cross into the next field, it is not particularly easy but it is the best option 

and the most difficult crossing on the route. 



 

 

4) Cross the next wall into the trees and head slightly up slope (NW) towards the highest point 
in the trees.  The older forest at this point is very open so there are animal trails to follow and 

the ground underfoot is not too broken. 

5) As the contours tighten and the slope starts to drop away more steeply the trees also get 
closer together (plantation style) so stay out of this area and walk on down slope to find the 

edge of the woodland. 

6) At the field boundary turn right (NE) to follow the wall for as far as necessary to get to the 
field corner where you will find you can easily walk across into the field because the wall and 
fencing are down at this point.  After crossing the wall head diagonally (WNW) across the 

field. 

7) You will find a double gate in the adjacent field that exits on to a metalled track where you 
should turn left (SE) to walk out by the Trout Lakes and Fishery office where there are some 

tables to sit and purchase refreshments if the office is open. 

8) On leaving the entrance to the Fishery turn right (NW) and walk for a couple of hundred 

yards. 

9) At the junction turn right (NE) on to the track that winds through a mature Birch woodland 
which is occasionally used for shooting.   The entrance has a cable slung across it to inhibit 

vehicle access but it is easy to walk through next to one of the supporting posts. 

10) Follow the track through the woodland keeping Bethlin Burn on your left for quite some dis-
tance until you come up to an observation chair.   At this point the main track finishes but 

carry on following the grassy path leaving the chair to your right. 

11) Soon after passing the observation chair you come to a drainage ditch that is easily crossed 
by making a sharp right turn (S), slightly up slope, then left (E) to find a brown board that has 

been placed across the ditch. 

12) Soon after crossing the ditch you will come up to a blue plastic drum, keep this on your left 
move on keeping the tree/field boundary close to your right side.  At this point there are sev-

eral low branches to duck under but it is quite passable. 

When you come up to some big trees, which have been blown down, pass between them 

tracking away from the fence towards the stream again. 

13) Just after you cross the last drainage ditch that runs out under some magnificent Beech trees 
you need to cross the last fence on the route into the more open scrubby ground beyond.  It 
is easiest to do this in the SE corner where there is a post for extra support and the wall un-

derneath the fence is low and offering you extra stepping height. 

 There is no particular path across the next area which is open tussocky grass with a few 

stunted trees, I kept the boundary directly on my right and walked directly up the slope (SE). 

14) Climb over the old field gate in the corner and turn right (S) on the metaled road heading up 

the slope until you get back to the start of the route 

Our route map is not scaled so take OS Landranger Map 38, with you for additional 

reference information.  This walk is enclosed by Eastings NJ69 to NJ71 and Northings 

NJ07 to NJ09. 

In all of my articles I ask everyone to follow the Countryside Code, it has been suggested that I 

should publish what this means.  I still intended to prepare an article for the newsletter but alas the 

deadline has overtaken me again so meantime, I would invite anyone who would like to contribute 

to the content to contact me, ready for the first edition in the new year. Article by Rob Ferguson : 

if you have comments/feedback on the content my contact details are Tel 01330-830038 or eMail 

rob.ferguson@aiexps.co.uk. 



 

 

Midmar’s Puppy Pals 
 

Photograph courtesy of Suzanne Edge Photography 

Last year we saw seven new 
puppies join our community and 
they are all doing very well. 
Here are our three newest 
additions. On the right is Jock a 
5 month old Border Terrier who 
lives with Ellie, Seth and 
Summer Miller. 
 

Below is Tess a beautiful 
Golden Cocker Spaniel. She 
lives with Emma and Phillipa 
Bryant. Tess is the daughter of 
one of our puppies from last 
year, Brodie! 
 

And finally here’s Marley a 
Golden Labrador with his best 
pals Darcie and Cameron Miller. 
 

What great additions to the 
community. 



 

 

Bertie Mutch, based on Mutch of the Puddockstyle!, tells of how Bertie Mutch, the 
farmer, falls in love at first sight with the lovely Joyce Allardyce, the minister’s daughter. 
But his happiness is short-lived. 
Bryce Holt, based on Cap in the Wind, sees innocent young Davy nearly deprived of life 
and wife by the charming but heartless Bryce Holt.  
Effie is the central character in Toulmin’s short story, Dark Encounter, a black comedy of 
seduction, birth and death.  



 

 

Midmar Parish Church of Scotland 
One of the many marvelous things about being your minster is when 
you come and share your favourite hymns with me whether it’s about 
Purple headed mountains, the love that wilt not let you go, going out 

for the sake of the gospel, trusting and obeying or a verse or two from ‘And can it 
be’. Not only does having that list help me pick our Sunday hymns, but it allows me 
to share an individual smile or two during the service as I look out over an angelic 
host of singers. The words of these hymns are very important, but so are the 
favourite tunes you point out to me. For example at my last attempt I counted at 
least 6 different tunes picked by you for that favourite ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’. 
Maybe you remember back in January 2007 when we sang every one of those 
tunes in one service. By the end of the night we knew those words well if nothing 
else! Yes, when it comes to the church and her hymns both the tunes and the 
words are important but something else is as well; the memories of different places 
and people that come to mind as we sing. When I stand in the pulpit at Midmar 
church I’m always conscious of the 200 year long history that stands with me. Not 
just the list of ministers and people who have come through the doors over that 
time, but the songs sung, the prayers offered and the thoughts ….well… thought . 
So many people, so many lives, so many painful or happy times shared and maybe 
above all so many hymns sung. In fact a quick calculation reveals that over 200 
years worth of Sundays, assuming an average congregation of 50 and four hymns 
each Sunday, I reckon about 500000 voices used each week (Yes I know not all 
would be different voices since the same people come to the church each week)  
have sung hymns in our church and that in turn would mean around 2 million 
hymns sung to God over the history of our church. Some figures to think about!–
wildly inaccurate I’m sure (we didn’t even sing hymns until quite recently), but wildly 
emotional too when it comes to thinking about what has happened over the years 
in our church. And maybe leading the way here are the traditional Christmas carols 
which no doubt we are all limbering up a larynx with cod liver oil or paracetamol to 
sing over the coming carol season. 
But Christmas carols are more than the entertaining X factor songs of the day. 
They have a job to do too. We’ve all become very used to e-readers reducing the 
number and weight of books we own, well Christmas carols do a similar job for the 
Bible. They make the story and teachings portable and as we sing we find that, 
wherever we are singing, we are telling each other the stories and teachings that 
those first Christians wrote down. Take ‘Once in royal David’s City’ for example. Go 
on, google it. The words take you on a journey with God from creation in heaven 
through the work God does with Jesus to the Eternal Promise; all that in 4 verses 
wrapped in an easily remembered catchy tune and without even using the word 
sin. Or Christina Rossetti’s words that end ‘Love came down at Christmas’; ‘Love 
shall be our token, love shall be yours and love be mine. Love to God and all men,  



 

 

love for plea and gift and sign.’ 
Still, each year, we sing our carols and add to our memories of being the church in 
this parish of Midmar. This year as usual you’ve got plenty of chances to join with 
your church linking us all across the years. There’s morning worship yes, but 
there’s our  annual Christmas tree decorating competition too and our range of  
Christmas eve services in both Midmar and Echt churches. Then the pinnacle of 
our Christmas worship that very special time when on Christmas morning we 
gather in Midmar kirk as part of God’s worldwide church for a short service 
celebrating the birth of Jesus. As our hymn book reminds us singing hymns is an 
important business, Christmas day is the only day of the year when we sing the last 
verse of ‘O come all ye faithful’ with its strident call to us all to greet our Lord. ‘Yea 
Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given: Word 
of the Father, now in flesh appearing’. And as we gather on Christmas day to sing 
those words to the strident tune Adeste fideles we simply share the basic good 
news of the gospel with each other as so many before us have done here in 
Midmar kirk. All times of worship at Midmar are special, but Christmas morning 
worship is particularly special and of course short. If you come and help us sing I 
calculate that we will sing our 3 millionth hymn somewhere near the start of the 
next century. Now that’s something to look forward to, isn’t it? ‘Every little helps’ as 
one supermarket keeps reminding us.  
 
Keep smiling, your minister,  
Alan  (alan@midmarechtparishchurch.org) 

Date Event Place Time 

Sunday 2nd Morning worship Midmar church 10:15am 

Sunday 2nd 
Christmas tree decorating 
competition 

Echt church 6:30pm 

Sunday 9th Morning worship Midmar church 10:15am 

Sunday 16th Morning worship Midmar church 10:15am 

Sunday 23rd Morning worship Midmar church 10:15am 

Monday 24th 

Christmas eve 
Family service Midmar church 4:00pm 

Monday 24th 
Christmas eve 
Combined 
Watchnight 
service 

Doors open 10:45pm 

Echt church   
Carol sing-
ing 

From 
11:00pm 

Service 
11:30pm-
12:15am 

Tuesday 25th 
Christmas Day 

Morning Worship Midmar church 10:15 am 

mailto:alan@midmarechtparishchurch.org


 

 



 

 

 

For Christmas or New 

Year 

TEL. 01330 833686 or  

TEL. 01330 833461  

 

Vital Veg 
 

We grow over 100 different 

varieties of great tasting, chemical-

free veg in Midmar! 
 

We don’t supply supermarkets. We 

only sell to real people like you.  

To have a veg box delivered to your 

home: 

www.vitalveg.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01330 833 823         

wendy@vitalveg.co.uk 

For any  comments and queries regarding articles within the newsletter please contact the 
writer as the Hall committee does not take responsibility for content and accuracy of articles.  

Have Your Say 
 

If you would like to be a regular features writer or have an article published/ event 
advertised in the Midmar Newsletter then please email or write and we will do our 
best to ensure you are in the next edition (March 2013) We are on the lookout for 
stories, articles and issues that you feel would be of interest to the residents of 
M id ma r .  p l ea se  e ma i l  Am an da  a t  : 
midmar.newsletter@hotmail.co.uk  or write to Amanda 

c/o Midmar Public Hall, Midmar, Inverurie, AB51 
7ND 

                           
 

 

 

 
 
Did you know that Midmar has its own Facebook page with over 250 friends?  
Check out our site and become our friend today. There are great photos of Midmar, 
information on events, residents having their say and Village Hall updates. It’s there for you 
so add whatever you would like to see or hear about.  
Together we can share what’s happening around the community on a daily basis. Join today 
and stay informed. Just enter ‘Midmar Hall’ in the facebook search engine and you’ll find us. 

http://www.vitalveg.co.uk
mailto:wendy@vitalveg.co.uk
mailto:midmar.newsletter@hotmail.co.uk


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Beauty 

at Eden 

Waxing ~ Men’s waxing  
Eyebrow treatments ~ Nails manicured  

Minx nails ~ Facials ~ Make-up   
Massage ~ Reiki ~ Pamper Parties 

 
To make an appointment or for any further     
information please call Jane on: 0751 0099 239 
12 Bennachie Gardens, Sauchen, AB51 7JG 

  

● CIVIL EARTHWORKS CONTRACTORS ● 
● CIVIL ENGINEERING & GROUNDWORKS 

CONTRACTORS●  
● CRUSHING & SCREENING CONTRACTORS ● 

● PLANT HIRERS ●DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS ● 
 ●HAULAGE CONTRACTORS ●TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS● 

●QUARRY & RECYCLED MATERIALS SUPPLIERS ● 
 

Tel: 01330 830033 
Fax: 01330 830044 

Email: info@millerplant.com     
Web: www.millerplant.com 

North Lurg, Midmar, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 7NB 

Sponsor the newsletter 
 

If you would like to sponsor 
the newsletter prices are:  
£10 for a business card 
size. 
£30 for half a page. 
£40 for a whole page  in 
B&W. 
£60 for a whole page in 
colour.  
 

Please email: 
midmar.newsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Foot Care 
Kevin Cole BSc (Hons), DPodM., MChS.  

Podiatrist (HPC Registered) 

We provide expert care, diagnosis and treat-

ment of ankle and foot disorders for children 

and adults. 
.Routine Foot Care . Minor Surgery. 

. Sports Injuries . Biomechanics. 

 . Insoles / Orthotics. 

Inverurie Physiotherapist Clinic 
Midmill Industrial Estate, Kintore  

AB51 0TG 

 

F J Moir  

Fencing Contractor 
All types of fencing undertaken 

 Agricultural 

 Equestrian 

 Domestic 

 Forestry 

 Fencing repairs 
 

Sheds made to order 
 

Reliable, competitive and every job important 

Telephone: 01330 833680 

Mobile: 07709875305 

Email Findlay.moir@tesco.net 

mailto:midmar.newsletter@hotmail.co.uk

